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To    the  Honorable 

William  Dummer,  Efq; 

Lieut.  Governour  &  Commander  in  Chief,  in.  and 
over  his  Majesty's  Province  of  the  Maffachufetts- 
Say  in  New-England, 

Sir, 


w 


E  all  very  fenfibly  feel  the  Slow  of  God's 
Sovereign  Hand,  in  the  late  awful  and  af-. 
feeling  In  fiance  of  Mortality ;  which  fudden- 
ly  beheaded  Kingdoms,  &  deluged  Nations 

WAS  it  pojjible  then  for  King  George,  the  Great 
and  Good,     whom    irrefiftible  i)eath    has    ravife'd 
from  us,  to  flide filently  into  his  Grave* 

WHO  can  forbear  following  Him  with  that 
mournful  Cry,  My  Father,  My  Father  !  The  Chariots 
of  Ifrael  and  the  Horfe-men  thereof !  Who  can  forbear 
this,  that  has  in  his  breafi  the  leaft  fpark  of  Ingenuity 
and  Gratitude,  or  any  thing  of  the  true  Englijb  Tern- 
per,  or  Protefiant  Principles !  Sure  I  am  the  Man 
mufl  be  abandon* d  to  a  wretched  Stoicifm,  or  be  under 
the  power  of  a  fcandalous  Indifference  to  the  grand 
Caufe  of  Civil  Liberty,  and  the  Reformed  Religion, 
that  does  net  regret  the  Lcfs  of  a  Prince,  who 
has  been  fo  celebrated,  fo  avow'd  a  Patron  of  them 
both,  the  Light  0/Ifrael,  and  the  Terror  of  all  their 
Aiverfaries  :  A  Prince  whofe  confpicuous  .Excellencies 
ant  mofi  aufpicious  Reign  may  well  be  the  Wonder 
an!  Pralfe  <f  all  Posterity ,  as  they  are  very  much  the 
Triumph  13  Admiration  of  the  prefent  'Day. 

IM- 
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IM'POSSIS  LE  itfeem'd  to  me  for  any  one  to 

refrain  from  mingling  his  Tears  with  the  publick  Sor- 
rows, and  adding  a  Voice  to  the  Confort  of  'Mourners s 
upon  this  melancholy  Occafion  ;  which  for  my  own 
part  I  cou'd  not  tell  how  to  pafs  over  in  Silence. 

Sir,  THE  following  Sermon  pretends  to  very 
little  fingular,  befides  what  has  been  already  publijb'd 
among  us  by  fome  of  my  ^Brethren.  I  have  not  at- 
tempted  his  late  Majefty's  Character;  A  Work 
fit  for  the  befi  Orator  of  the  Age,  and  vaftly  above 
any  Talent  of  mine  :  nor  cou'd  any  expect  from  the 
'Pulpit  his  Royal  History.  /  have  but  made  a 
few  general  Touches  upon  things,  with  the  Simplicity 
and  praBical  Turn,  that  I  apprehend  always  mofl 
becoming  the  f acred  jDesk :  —  numbly  to  exprefs  my 
deep  Senfe  of  Britain's  &  New-England's  Lofs 
in  the  Tjeath  we  have  been  calVd  to  Mourn ;  together 
with  my  loyal  Concurrence  in  the  common  Joy  at  the 
happy  Succefjkn  of  the  High  &  mighty  'Prince  George 
'Prince  of  Wales,  to  the  Britifh  Throne.,  whereby 
the  fovereign  ^Dominion  of  thefe  dependent  'Provinces, 
and  ether  'Plantations  in  America,  is  come  into  his 
rightful  and  gracious  Hands.  Which  pref ages  a  new- 
Scene  of  Glory,  to  enliven  cur  Hopes,  and  cpeneth 
thofe  fplendid  'Profpetls  before  us,  that  may  juftly 
co^  reel  the  pa  donate  Griefs  of  the  prefent  Sea]  on  : 
And  we  truft  the  Smiles  of  his  Royal  Grac°  &  Cle- 
mency willjocn  diffpate  all  our  Clouds,  and  intirely 
reverfe  the  gloomy  Reflections  of  this  dark  2)ay. 

Sir,  TO  U'l  pardon  me  that  I  have  prefum'd  to 
infer  ibe  your  honourable  Name  in  the  front  of  this 
itnfinifh'd  Difcourfe  :  which,  I  was  the  lefs  backward 
to  comply  with  the  Requeji  of  fome  of  my  Friends,  in 
thus  exfefing  to  View,  if  it  might  be  prouded  under 
your  favourable  Umbrage.  Altho'  it  mayn't  appear 
in  a  drefs  altogether  fo  fit  to  wait  upon  y our  Houovr  : 
Tet  having  had  fuch  Experience  and  obferv'd  fomuch 
ofycur  diftinguifi'd  Candour  &  Goodnefs  on  many  Oc- 
cafions,  i  cou'd  not  but  flatter  my  f elf  that  it  ^'vou'd 

have 
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have  a  kind  Reception  'with  you ;  effecially  when  I 
reflected  on  the  Occafion  it  was  preach3 d  upon^  which 
as  it  required  me  to  put  on  a  fable  Habit,  fo  alhw'd 
me  to  fpeak  with  fault  ring  Accents :  And  when  Icon* 
fidefd  how  highly  graceful  the  Defign  &  Tenour  of 
my  2)ifcour/e  mufl  undoubtedly  be  ?o  One^  whofe  in- 
violable Loyalty  to  our  late  glorious  Sovereign,  ££  Zeal 
for  the  'Protefiant  "Blood  in  his  illustrious  H-jufe,  are 
fo  known  1$  undifputed ,  that  they  leave  no  pojfible  room 
tofufpefi  your  candid  Conftrufiion  ofthefecblefi  Effort 
to  do  Honour  to  the  facred  Memory  of  that  admirable 
tprince,  and  to  inculcate  a  wife  &  pious  Improvement 
of  the  National  Lbfs,  that  fo  our  God  tne  Judgej 
may  gain  fome  Glory  thereby. 

^PERMIT*  me  now  to  condole  your  Honour's 
particular  fhare  in  the  common  Bereavement.  ~ 

SiRj  i"  make  no  doubt  you  religioufly  entertain  the 
Admonition,  that  Heaven  fends  you  of  your  own  Mor- 
tality, in  this fevere  Stroke,  which  comes  fo  near  you. 

I  pray  GOD  confirm  jyo^r  Honour's  Health,  and 
prolong  your  Opportunities  offerving  your  KING,  and 
your  native  Country :  who  have  hitherto  feen  Tou, 
thro3  the  Grace  of  GO  2)  (  and  to  the  glory  of  that 
Grace  be  it  f poke  n  )fo  faithful  &  prudent  in  the  Con- 
duel  of  your  honorable  and  weighty  Truft  ;  in  thofe 
critical  (3  difficult  Junctures  you  have  pajfed  thorow ; 
fo  equally  holding  the  Ballance,  duly  afferting  the 
Rights  &  Prerogatives  of  your  Royal  Mafler,  while 
yet  you  have  been  tender  of  the  Subjects  Liberty  and 
Trivihge  ;  to  your  own  great  Reputation,  &  to  the 
Security  &FlouriJbing  of  theTublic  in  itsmofi  valuable 
Concerns. 

MAT  your  Honour    he   abundantly   fupported 

under  the  weight  of  the  public  Cares ;  which  centring 

fo  much  on  your  Shoulders  atprefent,mufi  needs  Jit  heavy 

upon  you :  and^  may  a  remarkable  Succefs,  fo  long  as  you 

fit  in  the  Chair,  and  always  in  all  future  Capacities 

you  may  fuftain,vijibly  attend  your  Counfels  &  Endfy- 

vouA  for  the  common  'Good !  May  yzu  (till  h*  accepted 

cftr'e  Multitude  of  y^ur  jbreiL?en,in  feeking  their 

a£  Welfare: 
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JVelfare :  and  your  Services  for  the  Crown  be  as  accep- 
table to  his  mo  ft  excellent  Majefty,  our  prefent  King 
{  whom  GO 2)  of  his  mercy  preferve  &  fiefs  )  as  they 
have  been  to  his  Royal  Father,  of  bleffed  Memory  i 

MAT  youalfo  ever  experience  much  of  the  fpiritual 
and  gracious  Prefence  of  your  Covenant -G  02)  with 
you,  in  the  more  private  Concerns  of  the  ChriftianLif el 
May  your  virtuous  &  happy  Confort  long  live,  a  mu- 
tual ijelight  &'Bleffing  to  your  Honour :  and  may  you 
Both  be  Heirs  together  of  all  the  fare  Mercies  of  an 
everlafting  Covenant,  which  will  affignyou  a  'Place  and 
a  Name  better  than  of  Sons  %3  of  ^Daughters1. 

AN  2)  now,  SiRj  I  beg  Leave  to  recommend  my  Self, 
with  my  Family  who  are  jo  much  your  own  Fie fi ,  and 
my  dear   Church,  where  you  received  your  Saptifm, 
and  which  you  are  pleas' d  to  favour  with  your  fated 
'Prefence  in  our  public   Worjbip  &  Communion,  to  an 
affectionate  Remembrance  in  your  devout  Addrejfes  to 
the  'Throne  of  Grace ;  where  I  doubt  not  you  are  daily 
carrying  the  Cafe,  not  only  of  your  Perfon  &  Family, 
but  alfo  of  your  Friends,  and  of  this  whole  'People, 
who  look  upon  you  as  their  common  Father.    SiRj  We 
are  perfuaded  that  you  love  Zion,  and  pray  for  her 
'Peace ;   that  you  willfeek  the  Good  of  J erufalem  all 
your  days  ;  and  that  the  Honour  cf  Christ,   the 
fupreme  Majefty  &  Head  of  his  "Body  the  Church,  by 
whom  Kings  reign,  whofe  you  are  &  whom  youferve, 
lies   ever  near  your  Heart,    as  your  governing  End, 
Tou  can  therefore  moft  fincerely  k3  delightfully  joyn  in 
that  2)oxology,  with  which  I  conclude  thefe  Lines :  — 
To  the   only  wife  God  our  Saviour,  be  Glory,,  Do- 
minion, and  Power,  both  now  and  ever.    Amen! 

I  am 

i 
\ 

Your  Honour's 

Very  obedient  £ 

Humble  Servant.  &r 

\pu 

■      Thomas    Fox'.      F**#\ 
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GO  2)  is  the  Judge ;  #<?  putteth  down  One,  and 
fettetb    up  Another. 


T  the  very  iiril  mention  of  this  Text,  I 
doubt  not,  your  Thoughts  have  inftandy 
recurr'd  to  the  furprizing  News  and  for 
lemn  Occafions  of  the  lait  Week  f  ;  which 
there  are  none  of  you  fuch  Strangers  in 
Ifrael,  as  to  be  ignorant  of  That's  the  Language 
of  the  Dayj  Know  ye  not  that  a 'Prince  and  a  great 
Man  is  fallen  i  The  King  is  dead  !  King  George 
is  dead  I  — -  Very  melancholy  Tidings  indeed,*  that 
ftruck  an  univerfal  Damp  on  the  Spirits  of  his  loyal 
Subjects  here.  And  we  muli  have  been  fighing  out 
our  Sorrow,  with  the  moll  dejeded  Airs,  and  in  all 
the  Accents  of  a  deiperate  Grief;  were  it  not  for  the 
refrefhing  Mixture  of  Joy  St  Hope  in  the  concurring 
Advices  of  a  New  KlNG^  peaceably  feated  on  the 
Throne  :  Which  Reflection  creates  a  ieriflole  Tumult 
among  the  contending  JPaffions  of  the  Mind,  and 
makes  it  difficult  to  know  hovv  to  frame  our  Speech 

t  The  Serriion    was    preachM   on   the  next  Lord's-Dd/, 
after    trie    Advice  of  the  KlNG's  Dtfih* 
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or  model  our  Countenances,  whether  Tor  Joy  of 
Sorrow  moft.  Like  the  IJ  r  a  elitijh.  Cloud,  the  pre- 
fent  Diipenlatiorf  hath  a  double  Afpect ;  has  it's  bright 
fide.  No  fooner  is  the  Light  of  Ifrael  extinguifVd  ; 
but  another  Sun  afcends  the  Horizon  to  our  grate- 
ful Surprize.  - —  We  have  been  liberally  pouring  out 
our  tributary  Tears  of  Sorrow  at  the  funeral  Ob* 
fequies.  of  adeceafed  Sovereign,  his  late  Majesty 
King  GEORGE,  whofe  Memory  is  blefTed  : 
and  in  the  fame  day  the  fwelling  Tide  of  our  con- 
fluent Affections  took  a  fudden  Turn  into  another 
Channel,  and  our  Tears  of  Joy  irrefiftibly  flowed 
out  with  equal  Plenty,  at  the  loud  Congratulations 
i  of  our  prefent  Sovereign  King  GEO  RG  E  the 
Second,  upon  his  happy  Succeilion  to  his  late  Royal 
Fa  theft's  Crown  &  Dignity. 

Our  GOD  is  giving  us  to  Sing  both  of  Mercy, 
and  of  Judgment:  and  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  I  will 
Sing.  We  may  juftly  temper  the  forrowful  Senfe  of 
our  common  Bereavement,  with  the  confolatory 
Tho't  of  that  Royal  Life,  which  now  inherits  the 
CroWn,  and  v/ith  the  happy  Proipecl:  before  us 
of  a  lafting  SuccelTion  in  that  Royal  Line,  which  is 
fo  much  the  Joy  of  Britain,  and  the  Hope  of  the 

whole  ^Proteflant  Interefl  thro'out  the  World.  . 

For 'we  have  not  only  another  Protectant  King  up- 
on the  Throne  now  :  but  as  if  this  were  a  fmall 
thing,  the  Lord  our  God. is  alfo  fpeaking  of  his  Ser- 
vant's Houfe  for  a  great  while  to  come.  And  now 
let  it  pleafe  the  Lord  to  blefs  the  Houfe  of  his  Ser- 
vant, that  it  may,  be  eftablifVd  for  ever!  On  Him 
and  on  his  lateft  "Royal  Pofrerity,  let  the  Crown 
flourifli  :  but  let  his  Enemies  lick  the  dufr,  and  melt 
away  •  the  Caufe  of  a  Popilh  Pretender  be  for  ever 
Mailed,  and  Confuiion  attend  the  unreafonable  At- 
tempts of fuch  as  wou'd  make  them  a  Captain  to  re- 
turn into  Egypt.  —  '  O  the  Folly  of  a  reftlefs  difaf- 
fecled  Party  in  the  Nation,  that  know  not  their  own 
Kappinefs!  ,  '  Aflxmifhing  the  Madnefs  of  Loyalty, 
fcLuy  io  calkd,    vdiich    can't  be   fatisfy'd   without 

the 
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the  glorious  Chains x  of  Romiih  Tfyranny '!  The 
frupiaity  of  the  Men,  to  court  their  own. Ruin  '!'  That 
have  Plenty  of  Happinefs  round  about  them  :  but 
make  themfelves  poor  by  pifcontent,~and.miferable 
by  Envy!  O  the  folly  of 'Men,  that  flatter  them- 
felves, againlt  all  pofiible  Checks  &  Frowns  of  Hea- 
ven, with  the  vain  aipirmg  Hope  of  feeing  their  pre- 
tended Heir  one  Day  relfor'd  to  his  natural  Rights, 
and  fwaying  the  Sritifi  Sceptre  :  And  they  under 
Him   fharing    among  themfelves  all  public  Honours  [ 

I  wou'd  tunv  them  to  our  Context,,  where  we 
find  very  appoilte  Language  to  addrefi  .cherri  in  :-  - 
I  /aid  to  the  Fools,'  'Deal  net  fctlfhly':  and  to 
the  "Wicked,  Lift  not  up  the  Horn.  Lift  net  up  your 
Horn  on  high  :  Speak  net  -with  a  J! iff  Neck.  For 
'Promotion  comet  h  neither  from  the  Eft,  nor  from 
the  Weft,  nor  from  the' South.  Slit  (  as  it  follows 
in  our  Text  )  GOD  is  the  Judge  ■:  He  putteth 
down  one ,'  and  fetteth  up^  another. 


The,  words  are  part  of  .an  Hymn  of  Thanks- 
giving/ which  is  generally  tho?t  to  have  been  pen'd 
by  David  (  or  by  Afaph3  in  the  Perfoff  of  cDavil, 
as  his  Poet-Laureat  )  at  his  Royal  Highnefs's  Accef- 
fion  to  the  Throne  of  Ifrael.  Or,  as  forrie  think,  it 
may.be  an.Abitraft  of  fome  Speech  made  by  King 
DavW  to.  a  Convention  of  the  States,  at  his  coming  to 
the  Crown :  which  Afaph  -might  turn  into  Verfe, 
ani  publifh  in  a  Poem  "to  make  it  the  more  popular. 
Noble  Language  it  is,  to  conre  from  the  Throne  ! 
Alas  1  That  we  hear  (o- little  of  any  fuch  devotional 
Strains,  either  in  Declarations  &  Speeches,  of  crown'd 
Heads,  or  in   Addreifes:  to  Thrones  in  our  Day. 

The  Royal  Author,  in  very  emphatical  Terms, 
devoutly  gives  fhrnks-  to  (fed  r>  ,  ancl  refolves  to  fing 
fPraifes  for  ever  to  the  God  of  '  jfetcob,  who  had  anoin- 
ted him  to  be  King,  and  done  fo  many  great  &  good 
things  for  his  People  &  Him.  Then  as ;a  'juff  Return 
of*  Gratitude,  he  lays  himielf  under  the  bond^  of  a 
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folcmn  Promife,  to  manage  his  great  Truft  with  In* 
tegrity,  and  exert  himfelf  for  the  publick  Weal.  He 
feems  to  exprefs  his  Hope  of  2.  prosperous  Reign ,  by 
the  Will  of  God,  notwithstanding  the  prefent  cloudy 

?"ofture  of  Affairs,  thro'  the  prevalence  ofParties  and 
7a5iions  in  the  Kingdom  ;    which  neceharily  weaken 
the  Strength  and  flur  the  Beauty  of  any  Government. 

He  hopes  to  hear  up  the  pillars  of  the  Land ; 
to  fupport  a  juft  Authority  :  and  makes  that  Decla- 
ration, truly  worthy  a  religious  Prince  j  —  All  the 
loorns  of  the  Wicked  will  I  cut  off,  but  the  horns 
of  the  Righteous  pall  be  exalted.     , 

He  gives  a  public  Rebuke  to  the  infolent  Oppofers 
of  his  Government ;  whether  the  diffolute  Wretches, 
that  hated  him  for  his  known  Zeal  inReligion,and  were 
for  doing  all  in  their  power  to  obflru^:  the  due  Ad- 
ministration of  Juftice  :  Or  that  malignant  Party  in 
the  Nation,  that  boldly  flruck  at  the  King's  Head, 
and  deny'd  his  Right  of  Succeffion  to  the  Crown; 
who  had  proclaimM  IJhboJbeth,  Saul's  Son^  to  be 
King,  and  appear'd  in  open  Arms  againft  David. 
Many  violently  oppos'd  his  Settlement  on  the  Throne; 
rais'd  one  audacious  Rebellion  after  another  in  favour 
of  the  then  —  Pretender  •  and  there  was  a  long 
itruggle  between  the  houfe  of  Saul  and  the  houfe 
of 'David:  — -  Abner3  General  of  the  Army,  and 
other  Men    in  place,    making    themfelves    ftrong 

for  the  houfe   of  Saul.  But  David  was  not 

afraid  of  their  Terror  :  His  Enemies  made  very  loud 
Boafts,  and  heap'd  all  poiTible  Infults  upon  him  :  But 
as  a  religious  King,  he  boldly  appeals  for  Juftice,  to 
that  God  who  is  King  of  Kings,  the  grand  difpofer 
of  all  earthly  Crowns  &  Kingdoms  :  and  as  a  Royal 
Prophet  ht  foretells  the  Deftruftion  of  his  unrelenting 
Adverfaries. 

jt  In  finging  this  Pfalm  (  fays  a  pious Expofitor  ) 
we,  muft  give  to  God  the  glory  of  all  the  Revolu- 
tions of  States  dc  Kingdoms  ;  believing  that  they  are 
all  according  to  his  Counfel,  and  He  will  make  them 
all  to  work  toother  for  the  Good  of  his  Church. 

We 
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We  fometimes  fee  ftrange  Revolutions  in  Kingdoms 
and  States,  and  are-,  furprizM  at  the  fudden  Diigrace 
[  orDeceafe]  of  fome,  and  Elevation  of  others  :    We 
are  full  of  the  Changes,  when  they  happen.    But 
here  we  are   directed  to  look  at  the  Author  oi  them  : 
and  are  taught  where  the  Original  of  Power  is,  and 
from  whence   Promotion  comes.     Whence  comes  Pre- 
ferment to  Kingdoms  ;  to  the  Sovereignty  of  them  ? 
Whence  come  Preferments  in  Kingdoms,  to  fubordi- 
nate   places  of  Power  &  Truil  ?    The  former  de- 
pends not  on  the  Will  of  the  People,  nor  the  latter 
on  the  Will   of  the  Prince  :    but  both  on  the  Will 
of  God,  who  has  all  Hearts  in  his  hand. — There- 
fore to  God  alone,  Tiamd  would  give  the  Praife 
of  his   Advancement  :  Therefore  having  receiv'd  his 
Power  from   God,  he  would  ufe  it  for  him,    and 
hopes  in  him  for  Divine  Condudt  c\  Support  :    and 
,  therefore  they  were  Fools >    that  lifted  up  the  horn 
againft.  him  *. 

Having  thus  open'd  the  Defign  &  Scope  of  the 
Pfalm,  we  may  now  centre  our  Tho'ts  on  the  Text 
in  particular,  which  I  have  chofen  for  the  Subject 
of  my  prefent  Difcourfe,    And  here  we  may  obferve, 

I,  A  general  Truth  afferted  ;  GO 1)  is  the  Judge  - 

i.  An  Application  of  it  to  two  particular  Cafes: 
He  putteth  down  one,  andfetteth  up  another. 

I  mall  confider  the  feveralJParagraphs  or  Claufes,  in 
the  order  wherein  they  lie  here  :  Arid  accordingly, 

I.  We  may  employ  our  Thoughts  for  a  while  on 
that  general  Truth,  God  is  the  Judge. 

This  Title,  in  it's  more  reftrain'd  and  proper  no- 
tion, is  the  name  of  a  judiciary  under-officer  in  the 
State,  whofe  Province  it  is  to  hear  &  determine  Caufes 
refer'd  to  him,  to  apply  &  execute  the]Laws,  and  to 

*  Vid.  Henry  in  loc. 
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diftribute  Juflice  between  Man  &  Man.  But  it  i$ 
fometimes  us'd  in  a  more  extenfive  fenfe,  fo  as  to  take 
in  the  Characters  of  Lawgiver  &  King,  and  is  apply'd 
to  the  Prince  or  Chief  Ruler.  So  the  extraordinary 
'Governors,  which  God  raisM  up  &  plac'd  at  the  head 
of  the  JewiSh  Nation,  between  the  Times  of  Jojhua 
and  Saul;  were  filled  Judges. 

-  The  Lord  our  God  is  Judge,  in  the  higrjeil  and 
moil  comprehenflve  View  of  the  Word.  1  he  very 
Name  ofGOD  carries  in  it  Sovereignty,  the  height 
of  Dominion  and  judicial  Power.  Ht  that  is  God, 
tnuft  neceffarily  be  conceiv'd  of,  as  the  Supreme  Being, 
the  higheft  Authority,  who  gives  Law  fe*  all,  and 
judgetn  all. 

The  incomparable  Excellencies  of  his  moll  pei feel: 
Nature  qualify  Him  to  be  the  Judge.  Among  the 
Gods,  there  is  none  like  unto  Him  :  None  of  like  Ca- 
pacity ;  none  of  like  Merit,  with  Him  .  —  Now  this 
is  the  Order  of  Nature  &  Reaion,  that  the  Greater 
and  more  Excellent  lhould  rule  &  judge  theLeffer. 

And  then  the  various  Superiour  Relations,  which 
God  fuilains  toward  the  World,  ifititle  Him  to  be  the 
Judge.  Thus,  He  is  the  greatCreator  &  highPofleffor 
of  Heaven  &  Earth  :  the  nrft  Caufe,  and  the  laft  End 
of  the  Creature :  the  continual  Preferver,  and  bountiful 
:  Benefactor  of  the  Univerfe.  -~ ■  He  has  therefore  an 
indisputable  Right  to  prefcribe  Rules  &  Laws  to  the 
World  ;  to  infpect  the  Behaviour  of  his  Creatures,,  and 
call  them  to  an  Account,  concerning  their  Regards 
to  his  Authority,  and  Improvement  of  his  Favours, 
which  are  only  fo  many  Talents,  of  which  they  are 
ribut  Stewards,  and  fo  accountable. 

■ 

Hence,  The  Scriptures,  which  were  given  by  In- 

fpiration  of  God,  do' every  where  affert  his  Character, 

as  Judge.    The  Pfalmifl  draws  up  that  Concluiion, 

•Verily  he  is  a  God  that  judge  th  in  the  Earth 'i. 

t  Pfal.  58.  u, 
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Jephtha*  appeals  to  Kim  in  thofe  terms,  God  the 
'judge  \\.  So  the  Prophet  triumphs  in  him,  The  Lord 
'is  cur  Judge  f.  And  the  Apoftle  calls  him,  God  the 
Judge  cf  all  *  Gor  is  literally  &  properly  a  Judge: 
yea  eminently  &  emphatically  the  Judge. 

He  is  veiled  with  all  the  Tc-zverSy  and  performs  all 
the  Offices  of  a  Judge.  He  gives  Laws  to  the  whole 
Creation :  All  the  Laws  of  Nature,  Reafon,  and  Re- 
velation are  equally  the  Refult  of  his  Sovereign  Will 
and  Pleafure.  All  Things  come  to  pafs  by  the  deter- 
minate Couniel  &  Foreknowlege  of  God.  He  vvorketh 
all  things  according  to  the  Pleafure  of  his  own  Will. 
He  paffeth  Sentence,  and  gives  it  Accomplifhment : 
decrees  the  Event,  and  gives  it  Exigence.  Execution 
is  the  Life  of  the  Law  •  and  this  is  the  peculiar  care  of 
his  fuperintending  Providence.  The  Sufferings  of  the 
prefent  time  are  the  Inflictions  cf  his  ccrreffive  Hand. 
The  Miferies  of  Hell  are  the  Effects  of  his  deftroying 
Vengence.  And  the  Bleffings  both  of  Heaven  and 
Earth  are  the  Difplays  of  his  remunerative  Grace  and 
Bounty.  Thus  then  God  is  the  Judge,  to  all  Intents 
and  Purpofes. 

And  now,  If  you  inquire  into  his  Character  and 
Properties  ;  I  will  give  you  the  fame,  in  the  following 
Hints ;  which  might  very  profitably  be  enlarg'd  upon, 
but  defigning  only  a  Angle  Diicourfe,  upon  the  prefent 
OccaHon,  I  mull  ftudy  Brevity. 

To  proceed  then, 
God  is  a  molt  Rightful  Judge.     His  feveralClaims, 
which  are  all  founded  in  the  itri-fteft.  Equity,  have  been 
already  recited. 

Hz  is  a  Royal  Judge.  Not  a  judicial  Minifter,  as 
the  greater!  Lord-chief- Juftice  upon  Earth  is,  and  no 
more  ;  but  an  inthron'd  Judge  ;  Imperial  Majefty  fitting 
in  Judgment. 
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He  is  an  Independent,  Self-fufficient ,  Almighty 
Judge :  Derives  not  his  Power  from  any,  nor  depends 
on  any  for  the  Continuance  or  Exercife  of  it :  Needed! 
none  to  ftand  as  Witnefles,  or  fit  as  Aileffors  with  Him, 
m  the  Judgment,,  or  aiTiit  in  Execution.  He  is  omni- 
grefent,  and  omnifcient ;  that  none  can  hide  themfelves 
in  Darknefs,  nor  fly  out  of  his  Reach.  Infinitely  wife, 
that  none  can  deceive  him  by  falfe  appearances,  or  out- 
wit Him  by  fubtil  Realonings;  Unfearchable  in  his 
Judgments,  and  his  Tho'ts  very  deep  :  confounding 
all  the  Policy  of  Hell  &  Earth.  —  And  equal  is  his 
tPower ;  his  Will  irrefiftible,  his  Hand  uncontroulable. 
Who  hath  been  his  Counfellor  ?  or  who  can  diiannul 
his  Judgment  ?  Who  art  thou,  O  man,  that  replieil 
againfl  God/ 

Moreover,  He  is  a  molt  ^Patient  and  Companionate 
Judge :  Seated  on  a  Throne  of  Grace  ;  Long-fufTering 
and  abundant  in  Goodnefs  :  Slow  to  Anger,  and  ready 
to  forgive  :  not  willing  that  any  mould  perifh :  not 
dealing  with  us  after  our  Iniquities,  but  in  the  midfr. 
of  Judgment  remembring  Mercy :  leaving  Room  for 
Repentance,  and  befeeching  Sinners  to  be  reconciled  to 
Him  :  Making  all  poffible  allowances  to  his  People, 
for  human  Infirmities :  He  will  not  break  the  bruifed 
Reed,  nor  quench  the  fmoaking  Flax.  Commiferating 
all  our  Wants  and  Miferies :  He  is  Eyes  to  the  Blind, 
Ears  to  the  Deaf,  Feet  to  the  Lame,  a  Shepherd  to  the 
Poor,  a  Father  to  the  Orphan,  and  the  Judge  of 
Widows. 

Again,  He  is  a  mofi:  Equal  &  Impartial  Judge  : 
always  unerring'  &  exact  in  his  Precepts,  his  Sen-  ' 
tences  3c  Executions :  fteady  to  the  Rules  of  Law  and 
Juftice,  Wifdom  &  Goodnefs,  by  which  he  propor- 
tions Rewards  6i  Punifhments  :  Firm  to  his  own 
Eftabiifhments,  true  to  his  Word,  and  doing  nothing 
by  abfolute  Prerogative,  or  mere  arbitrary  Will,  fo  as 
to  violate  the  wife  &  juft  Conftitutions  of  his  King- 
dom. Far  be  it  from  God,  rhat  He  ihou'd  do  Ini- 
quity i    and  from  the  Almighty,    that  He  fhou'd 
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pervert  Judgment !  With  Him  there  is  no  unrighteout 
nefs  j  no  refbeft  of  Perfons,  nor  taking  of  Gifts.  rie 
is  a  moft  holy  &  upright  judge  :  will  by  no  means 
juftify  the  Wicked,  nor  condemn  the  Righteous. 

He  is  an  Unlverfal  &  Ever  lofting  Judge.  God 
is  the  Judge  of  all ,  the  Jadge  of  Quick  &  Dead,  of 
Men  cc  Angels.  He  rides  in  Circuit  thro'  the  Hea- 
vens, and  his  Eyes  run  to  and  fro  in  all  the  Earth :  be^ 
holding  the  Evil  &  the  Good  ;  difpenting  Punifhments 
and  Rewards.  His  Powers  and  Operations  are  moffc 
conflant,  unwearied  and  never  ceafing  :  He  continually 
attends  on  this  very  things  Infpefting,  governing 
and  judging  in  the  Earth.  And  in  the  laft  day,,  that 
great  day  of  AlTifes,  the  whole  World  mail  be  convened 
before  his  Judgment-Seat,  and  all  having  given  an 
Account  of  themfelves  to  God,  mall  receive  their  va- 
rious Dooms,  according  to  their  different  Conduct  in 
the  prefent  State.  God  will  (entence  the  Wicked  to 
the  Flames  of  Hell,  but  his  Righteous  ones  to  the  Joys 
of  Heaven.  And  this  will  be  an  Eternal  Judgment  : 
inftantly  executed,  without  any  Reprieve  ;  without 
any  Appeal,  Sc  without  all  poflibility  of  being  reversed. 
The  Sentences  then  pronounc'd,  mall  be  to  all  Eter- 
nity in  Execution.  God  w7ill  fit  King  for  ever  :  and  of 
his  Dominion  &  Judgment  there  fhall  be  no  End;  no 
Period  to  Everlalfing. 

Now  let  thefe  Sayings  fink  down  into  our  Hearts_$ 
and  have  a  powerful  Influence  on  our  Tempers  and 
Deportments. 

What  has  beenfaid  may  ferve  to  raife  our  Appre- 
henlions  of  the  excellent  Mz')sCiy  and  Great  nefs  of  the 
Bleffed  God;  and  of  the  Lord  Jems,  to  whom  all  Judg- 
ments committed,  that  Men  mould  honour  the  Soli, 
even  as  they  honour  the  Father.  O  let  hisExcellency 
make  us  afraid.  The  greateft  of  Mortals  may  well 
tremble  at  his  Prefence.  The  Tho't  of  his  all-feeing 
Eye,  and  righteous  Tribunal,  may  well  ftrifce  an  uni- 
verfal  Terror  on  the  World.  Let  all  the  Eaith  fear 
before  Him,    Let  the  Princes  <k  Judges  of  the  Earth, 
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fear  his  Name  :  for  He  is  King  of  Kings.,  Lord  of  Lords, 
and  Judge  of  Judges.  They  ftand  on  a  common 
Level  with  others,  before  God,  and  are  equally  ob- 
noxious to  his'terrible  Difpleafure.  He  will  break  the 
Teeth  of  the  Ungodly,  and  daih  them  in  pieces  with 
a  Rod  of  Iron.  Se  -wife  now  therefore  3  O  ye  Kings  ; 
be  infiruBedy  ye  Judges  of  the  Earth.  Serve  the 
Lord  with  Fear,  and  rejoyce  with  Trembling.  Kifs 
the  Feet  of  the  Son  of  God,  left  he  be  angry,  and 
your  way  ferifi.  Will  ye  provoke  the  Lord  of 
Hofts  to  Jealoufy  ?  Are  ye  ftronger  than  He  ?  Or 
thinkeft  thou  this.,  O  Man,  which  judgeft  others 
who  do  fuch  things  and  doefl  the  fame.  That  thou 
fhalt  efcapethe  Judgment  of  God!    Verily  none  ever 

hardened  themf elves  againft  God,  and  profper'd. • 

Let  us  all  carry  it  fuitably  to  our  glorious  Lord; 
prepare  to  give  our  Account,  and  engage  our  Judge 
to  be  our  Friend. 

Furthermore,  Here  is  an  excelling  Pattern  for  all 
Rulers  &  Judges  to  form  Sc  govern  their  Conduct  by. 
Let  the  many  admirable  Excellencies  of  this  Heavenly 
and  Chief  Judge  be  attended  to,  and  drawn  into  Imi- 
tation by  our  Earthly  Governors  :  So  fhall  we  have 
our  Judges  as  at  the  firft,  and  venerate  them  aslittl© 
Images  of  God  upon   Earth. 

Again,  Here  is  matter  of  abundant  Confolation  to 
the  People  of  God. 

This  glorious  Judge  is  their  Friend,  their  avow'd 
Friend,  and  He  will  lave  them.  How  fafe  &  happy 
mull:  they  be,  who  have  fecur'd  an  Intereft  in  the 
Favour  of  God  the  Judge  of  ah*  i  He  will  chufe 
all  their  Changes  for  them.  He  will  plead  their  Caufe 
againft  the  Enemies  of  their  Souls.  No  Evil  hap- 
peneth  to  the  Juft  :  but  all  things  work  together  for 
Good.  Realife  it,  O  Believer,  that  God  is  the 
Judge,  and  that  all  his  dealings  with  you  are  in  Righ- 
teovfliefs  and  in  Wifdom.  Let  not  your  Heart  then 
be  troubled  :  but  rejoyce  in  the  Lord,,  and  again  I 
fay,  Rejoyce. 

Neither 
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Neither  let  your  Heart  be  afraid.  Don't 
diftruft  the  Power  or  Faithfulnefs  of  divine  Provi- 
dence. Call  all  your  private  Cares  on  the  Lord^ 
and  He  will  fuftain  you.  Commit  alfo  to  Him  the 
Church  of  God  in  the  World,  and  refer  all  it's  Con- 
cerns to  his  fovereign  Difpofe.  He  will  plead  the 
Caufe  of  his  People  Ifrael  at  all  times,  as  the  mat- 
ter may  require ;  and  will  over-rule  in  all  Cafes  for 
the  fecuring  his  own  Intereit  and  Glory.  The  Gates 
of  Hell  mall  not  prevail.  The  Curfe  caufelefs  mall 
not  come.  The  Enemies  of  his  Kingdom  may  confpire 
with  their  united  Force  &  Rage  againft  it ;  but  tney 
mail  imagin  a  vain  thing.  The  Friends  of  Zion  may 
die  and  fail,  and  fcarce  any  of  her  Sons  be  left  to  take 
her  by  the  hand:  Yet  God,  who  judgeth  his  People, 
lives  and  reigns  world  without  end.  And  he  can  raife 
up  fucceffive  Instruments,  to  ferve  his  Defigns :  or  elfe 
bring  Salvation  with  his  own  immediate  Arm.  —  The 
Lord  our  God  is  the  fovereign  Arbiter 'of  the  World, 
and  abfolute  Difpofer  of  all  Events.  He  balanceth  the 
Clouds  of  Heaven  ;  He  weigheth  the  Mountains  in 
Scales,  and  hangeth  the  Earth  upon  Nothing.  He 
fitteth  upon  the  Circle  of  the  Univerfe :  and  his  Arm 
ruleth  over  all  the  Kingdoms  of  Men.  We  often  talk 
of  Earthly  Potentates  holding  the  Balance  amorig  the 
Nations :  But  this  muft  be  underftood  in  a  limited 
Senfe,  and  with  juft  Referves  to  Divine  Sovereignty, 
For  God  is  the  Judge,  the  fupreme  Moderator,  who 
molt  truly  holds  the  Balance  of  Power  in  his  mighty 
hand,  and  turns  the  Scale  on  which  fide  he  will,  go- 
verning all  natural  Caufes  and  moral  Agents,ind  over- 
ruling all  public  Actions,  Refolutions  cSc  Events,  as 
He  pleafeth.  The  Hearts  of  Kings,  and  Affairs  of 
States  and  Empires  are  under  his  Eye  (k  Influence  in- 
tirely  fufpended  on  his  uncontrolable  Determinations. 
Trufb  in  Hi  m  therefore,  O  ye  People  !  The  Lord 
reigneth  :  let  not  Zion  be  afraid. 

Finally,  Let  us  improve  the  Point  before  us  to  holy 
Yhankfulnefs ;  admiring  and  magnifying  our  God 
the  Judge,  for  all  his  great  Goodnefs  to  Ifrael:  That 
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He  hath  pleaded  the  Caufe  of  his  People,  and  up- 
held his  Church  in  the  World,  amidft  innumerable 
Evils,  Wars,  Perfections  &  Oppreilions.  The  Lord 
is  great  in  Zion  :  and  He  ruleth  in  the  midft  of  his 
Enemies.  Surely  there  is  no  Inchantment  againft 
Jacob.  But  Ifrael  may  fet  up  their  Ebene-zer,  and 
lay,  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  us  / 

W^at  an  admirable  Train  of  glorious  Deliveran- 
ces did  God  the  Judge  give  his  People  in  old  Time 
to  experience  \  The  whole  Story  of  the  Jews  is 
brightened  with  very  numerous  and  mod  furprifing 
Memorials. And  the  Conduct  of  Providence  to- 
wards the  Chriftian  Church,  both  in  the  primitive 
and  later  Ages,  has  been  almofl  equally  full  of  Won- 
ders. 

The  En^Ufh  Nation  in  particular  has  been  the 
Stage  of  many  the  moil  remarkable  Difpenfations. 
Not  to  go  up  higher  than  thefe  laft  Centuries  :  — 
By  what  marvellous  Methods  of  Providence  was  the 
blefled  Reformation  from  Popery  accomplinVd  ! 
And  how  has  this  glorious  Intereft  been  fignally 
guarded,  by  an  amazing  Series  of  fpecial  Interpositi- 
ons to  this  day  !  It  hath  pafs'd  thro'  many  a  hazar- 
dous Crifis,  and  been  reduced  to  an  expiring  Pofture 
time  after  time  :  But  has  receiv'd  new  Life,  and  been 
made  to  flourifh  again,  by  fome  happy  Turn  of  Af- 
fairs, fo  fudden  &  unaccountable,  that  the  Finger  of 
GOD  hath  vifibly  appear'd  ;  It's  Enemies  themfelves 
being  Judges  :  And  all  the  World  have  been  forc'd 
to  *fay,  Verily  there  is  a  Reward  for  the  Righteous  \ 
Verily  there  is  a  G  02)  that  judgeth  in  the  Earth. 

And  here,  How  can  I  help  taking  a  particular 
Notice  of  the  wonderful  Appearances  of  Heaven  for 
our  Non-conforming  Brethren  at  home  -y  adefpis'd, 
but  truly  valuable,  moft  loyal  &  religious  Part  of  the 
Nation  :  who  have  been  further  profecuting  the  holy 
Aim  of  the  Firft  R''rmers,  and  carrying  on  the 
Work  they  fo  happily  began  !  How  ftrangely  has 
this  feeble  Intereft  been  prote&ed,  when  in  the  utmofl 
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Danger  :  and  when  in  a  finking  dying  Condition, 
how  oft  recover'd,  by  the  merciful  Operations  of  a 
fpecial  Providence! 

O  r  how  can  I  refrain  mentioning  the  Salvation 
that  has  been  nigh  to  New-England  /  The  Stones 
wou'd  cry  out,  if  I  mould  pals  over  this  in  filence  ! 
But  who  can  utter  the  mighty  Acts  of  the  Lord  to- 
ward the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Villages !  The  great 
Anions  (^Specialties  of  Providence  in  favour  of  hisPeo- 
ple  here j  have  been  many  &  aftomihing  :  And  afford 
Materials  for  as  bright,as  entertaining  &  affecting  aStory 
as  any  Place  in  the  whole  World,  in  the  fame  Com- 
pafs  of  Time,  can  furnifh  out.  For  whether  we  reflect 
on  the  Beginning  &  Rife,  or  Continuance  &  Progrefs 
of  thefe  Plantations,  that  were  begun  upon  a  religious 
Foundation,  we  are  on  all  fides  prefented  with  very 
wonderful  Difplays  of  the  faving  Power,  direfting 
Wifdom,  beneficent  Goodnefs,  and  unfailing  Truth 
of  our  Covenant-Go  d.  A  fignal  Hand  of  Providence 
has  interposed  from  time  to  time  in  particular  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  invaluable  CHARTER-Conftitu- 
tion :  fo  much  our  Glory  &  Strength,  and  a  Protefti- 
on  upon  our  deareftInterefts,our  Schools  and  Churches; 
but  the  Envy  of  Many  in  the  World,  who  ceafe  not 
crying,  Rafe  it,  Rafe  it  from  the  very  foundations. 
Yet  it  hath  not  fallen  a  Prey  to  their  thirfly  Male- 
volence. Verily  our  God  hath  helped  us  ;  and 
blefled  be  his  Name.  Next  under  his"  powerful  and 
more  immediate  Care,  the  Continuance  of  our  pre- 
cious Privileges  and  Freedoms  is  owing  to  thofe  Na- 
tional Mercies,  which  have  extended  their  benign  In- 
fluence to  thefe  diffant  Regions,  the  Revolution^ 
and  the  <P  rot  eft  ant  SuccefTion,  However  Men  may 
glory  in  the  BlefTing  of  the  Restoration,  That  wou'a 
have  entailM  a  Curfe  (  rather  )  on  Pofterity,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  happy  Changes,  that  by  a  kind 
Difpofition  of  Providence,  have  fince  pafled  over 
the  Kingdom.    For,  as  a  celebrated  Sifiof*  of  the 
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prefent  Day  obferves,  f  c  If  you  view  the  Reft  oration, 
without  the  Revolution  and  the  Proteftant  Sue- 
ceflion,  It  leads  you  directly  to  a  Pofifto  'Prince, 
holding  an  arbitrary  Hand  over  all  your  Liberties ; 
tearing  up  the  Fences  of  all  your  Laws ;  fixing  all 
* c  Right  in  his  own  Will  and  iJower  ;  and  perfecuting 
<c  all  his  Subjects  into  the  Exercife  of  his  own,  fuper- 
€C  fhtious,  idolatrous,  aud  cruel  Religion.  And  this 
€C  is  the  whole  of  the  file  fling,  in  which  you  wou'd 
€C  fee  it  end  at  lair.  A  Bleffing,  which  may  be  a  fit 
cc  Reward  for  the  flavift  Sigottry  of  Pafifts  !  But 
cc  for  Prcteftants  —  fit  only  for  Thofe  of  them, 
<f  who  deferve  it.  And  'They  deferve  it,  who  chufe 
€C  it ;  whom  no  Experience,  no  Confideration,  no 
€C  Miracles  of  Providence  can  engage  to  prefer  their 
cc  own  Happinefs  before  their  own  Destruction. 

It  is  owing  (  under  God  )  to  the  Revolution,  and 
the  Hanover Succeflion,  that  the  Britijb  Kingdoms 
and  Dominions  have  feen  a  Period  of  arbitrary  Rule 
and  Popifh  Madnefs.  That  Revolution  and  that  Suc- 
ceftion  have  been  the  means  of  preferving  the  Reformed 
Interefr  in  "Britain,  and  fecuring  the  civil  &  religious 
Liberties  of  thefe  dependent  Colonies.  O  !  How  can 
we  reflect  on  it  without  the  higheft  Pleafure  and 
Gratitude !  Surely  if  we  have  any  juft  Notion  of  what 
Happinels  means ;  if  any  Feeling  of  the  Happinefs, 
which  in  fuch  plenty  furrounds  us  on  all  fides ;  we  muft 
be  fill'd  with  the  moft  paffionate  Joy  &  Praife,  when 
we  reflect  on  thofe  Works  of  Wonder,  in  the  accom- 
plifhment  whereof  fuch  an  almofr.  miraculous  Hand  of 
God  appeared. 

If  we  mould  call:  our  Eyes  back  to  the  glorious 
Revolution  under  King  William's  happy  Conduct , 
who  has  been  well  fliled  the  Mofes  of  his  Day,  for 
redeeming  the  Nation  from  Slavery,  and  the  'David  of 
his  Time,  for  fighting  the  Lord's  Battles,  and  bearing 
up  the  Pillars  of  a  diffolving  State  :  If  we  mould  take 
a  View  of  that  ftupendous  Attempt,  and  confider  how 

it 
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it  was  begun  and  carried  on,  and  what  an  unparalleVd 
Coincidence  of  defirable  Circumftances  there  was,  with- 
out which  there  had  been  no  hope  of  Succefs;  this 
would  lead  us  into  a  grateful  Variety  and  aftonifhing 
Scene  of  remarkable  Events :  Such  as  loudly  proclaim 
to  the  World  an  interpohng  Hand  of  Pro vidence,  guid- 
ing and  influencing  that  great  affair,  from  firil  to  lafh 

One  of  the  moft  illuftrious  Confequences  of  the 
Revolution,  and  what  was  neceffary  to  complete  and 
eftablifh  the  Public  Happinefs,  was  the  fixing  the 
Succeflion  to  the  Crown  in  the  <Proteftant  Line.  This 
happy  Settlement  was  King  William's  fublime  Pro- 
jection ;  the  grand  care  of  his  Life,  and  one  of  the 
nobleft  A6ts  of  his  aufpicious  Reign.  This  was  the 
moft  effectual  Security  of  the  Proteflant  Religion,  the 
Legal  Toleration,  and  Liberty  of  Conlcience.  With- 
out this,  the  Nation  had  probably  tailed  the  fweet 
Fruits  of  the  Revolution  but  for  a  very  fhort  Seafon, 
Without  this,  infolent  Popery  and  arbitrary  Govern- 
ment might  long  iince  have  return'd,  and  laid  us  all 
in  Chains  again.  But  Thanks  be  to  God,  who  put 
fuch  an  earneft  Care  into  the  Heart  of  King  William 
for  us,  and  who  bow'd  the  Hearts  of  the  Nobles  and 
Parliaments  of  that  day  to  come  into  his  happy  Tho't 
of  the  Hancver-SuccdTion  ;  to  put  the  public  Sanction 
upon  it,  and  to  confirm  the  Royal  Decree  by  repeated 
Refolutions,  and  concurring  Votes  of  Lords  and  Com- 
mons from  time  to  time.  It's  remarkable  how  all 
Factions  and  Denominations  have  at  leaft  pretended  to 
unite  in  this  wife  Expedient  for  the  Nation's  Safety. 
Several  Parliaments  of  a  different  Complexion,  and 
under  the  Influence  of  contrary  Views  and  Principles, 
have  centred  in  this  Defign,  and  openly  declar'd  for 
it.  And  all  the  Proteftants  in  the  Nation  fwore  to 
the  Proteftant  Succeflion,  even  before  it  took  Place. 
Herein  was  the  Finger  of  GOT)! 

And  then,  When  it  actually  begun,  in  his  late 
Majelty  King  George,  there  were  bright  appearances 
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of  a  Divine  Hand^  in  his  coming  to  the  Throne  with 
fo  many  Circumftances  of  Peace  and  Glory.  Vail 
had  been  the  Hazards  attending  the  Proteftant  Settle- 
ment of  the  Crown :  Many  a  Cloud  had  hung  over 
it  ;  and  for  feveral  years  before  it  in  fact  took  place/ 
it  was  under  a  very  threatningCloud  indeed,,  and  ieem'd 
to  be  almoft  hopelefs  and  loft  for  ever.  But  all  of  a 
fudden  there  was  an  unexpected  Turn  of  Affairs.,  and 
way  made  for  the  Proteftant  Houfe  of  Hanover  to  take 
Poneifton  of  the  Throne.,  in  the  Perfon  of  glorious 
King  George.  Whofe  Acceftion  was  at  a  Juncture 
and  in  a  Manner,  which  had  fuch  ftgnal  Characters 
of  a  kind  Providence  interpofing  ( to  refcue  a  finking 
Nation  out  of  the  hands  of  mercenary  and  faithlefs 
Statefmen3  who  had  miferably  betray 'd  their  Queen 
and  Country  )  that  it's  hardly  porlible  for  any  that 
obferv'd  thole  Signatures  of  a  Divine  Hand,  ever  to 
forget  them.  When  it's  confider'd  howT  ripe  things 
feem'd  at  that  day  in  favour  of  the  Pretender  ;  how 
many  foreign  Friends  he  had  engag'd,  and  what 
numbers  of  powerful  Adherents  he  had  in  the 
Kingdom  ;  what  a  weak  and  disjointed  Hate  Things 
were 'in  at  home;  how  remote  King  George  was 
from  his  Britifi  Dominions,  &.c.  When  we  reflect  - 
on  thefe  Circumftances,  it  muft  be  confefs'd  the  Pro- 
teftant Succeffion  paft  thro'  a  very  dangerous  Crihs, 
and  his  late  Majefty's  peaceable  Settlement  on  the 
Throne,  gave  a  moft  furprinng  Deliverance  to  the 
Nation. 

cc  It  was  in  an  Extremity  (  fays  Bp„  "Burnet,  who 
had  as  true  an  underftandihg  in  the  X^es,  perhaps  as 
any  Man  in  his  day)  fC  when  the  Beft  Men  in  the 
cc  Nation  were  preparing  themfelves for  difmal  Events; 
Cf  having  a  Scene  of  Ruin  and  Confufion  before  them  : 
cc  But  it  pleafed  Got>  to  break  the  Cloud,  anddiflipate 
^  our  Fears  all  at  once.  It  was  with  a  fudden  Stroke 
*c  that  all  the  World  was  furprifed :  the  plotting 
Enemies  of  the  ifeo^r-Settlement  thrown  into 
great  Confufion,  their  Counfelsall  perplex'd^  and  they 

them- 
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themfelves  f  ftrangely  obliged  to  proclame  the  Legal 
Succeffor  :  and  thus  all  bad  defigns  were  prevented,,  by 
the  immediate  Succeffion  of  a  Proteftant  King^  una- 
nimoully  proclaim^  and  foon  poffefsM  of  the  Throne^ 
without  any  Moleftation  at  home  or  from  abroad. 
Here  was  the  over-ruling  Hand  of  God  the  Judge* 
in  confounding  the  defigns  of  a  difaffecled  Party^  and 
Mailing  the  Hopes  of  a  Popifh  Pretender,  when  juft 
at  the  point  of  Accompliihment.  They  were  lifting 
up  the  Horn  on  high;,  and  boafting  with  a  ftifTNecki 
while  the  Friends  of  the  Legal  Settlement  were 
almoft.  bro5t  to  Defpair,  andready  to  give  it  up  for 
loft.  At  fuch  a  Conjuncture  it  was,,  that  God  the 
Judge.,  appeared  for  his  People's  Relief ;  pleaded  their 
Caufe,,  and  fcatter'd  the  thick  impending  Cloud  of  Sor- 
rows near  in.VieWj  by  introducing  the  illuflrious  Houfe 
of  Hanover  to  the  Sri  tip  Throne.  Then  our 
Righteoufnefs  went  forth  as  Srightnefs,  and  our 
Salvation  as  a  Lamp  that  burneth.  Goi>  our  Judge 
gave  us  a  King/  who  was  as  the  Light  of  the  Morn- 
ins;,  when  the  Sun  rifeth,  even  a  Morning  without 
Clouds.  And  all  true  Protectants^  were  ready  to  fa- 
lute  King  G EO  RG E  in  the  Language  of  Ama- 
fai,  'Thine  are  <we,  and  on  thy  fide !  'Peace,  'Peace 
be  to  thee ;  and  Peace  be  to  thy  Helpers  :  for  thy 
God  helpeth  thee, 

f  It  deferves  a  Memorandum,  That  as  the  Refroratioit 
of  King  CHARLES^  which  made  way  for  the  pre- 
fent  happy  Succeffion,  was  the  work  of  a  Preshytenan 
Parliament  :  fo  the  bringing  in  of  King  GEORGE 
was  at  laft  actually  done  by  a  Tory  Minilhy,  tho' 
forely   againft   their  Wills, 

And  it  is  tho't  worthy  of  Remark,  "  That  at  the  time 
"  when  a  Race  of  Princes  was  call'd  home  to  the 
"  Throne,  who  foon  after  went  direclly  into  thofe 
*'  Popjh  &  Arbitrary  Meafurer-,  which  wou'd  have 
**  been  the  Nation's  Ruin  \  a  wivfe  8c  good  Providence 
ct  kindly  took  Care  for  his  People,  that  at  that  very 
•'  time,  this  great  Protefi.int  Prince,  our  lare  glorious 
<c  Sovereign,  fhou'd  be  horn  into  the  World,  viz.  on 
**  Msy  ^8  iouo, 
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The  Bleffing  of  the  Hanover-Succefiion  came 
recommended,  with  a  peculiar  force  &  charm,  by  the 
uncommon  ruling  Virtues  Sc  Accomplifhments  of  the 
Firfi  Pojfejfor,  which  challenged  the  Love  &  Re- 
verence of  all  his  People  :  And  alfo  by  the  Profpeft 
of  a  lafting  Line  of  Princes  defcending  from  Him, 
which  boded  a  long  Succeffion  of  public  Bleilings  in 
future  times.  Herein  was  the  favour  of  God  to  his 
People:  Thofe  two  Circumftances  contributed  ex-' 
ceedingly  to  facilitate  the  Legal  Settlement's  taking 
Place,  and  to  difpirit  all  it's  Enemies. 

And  herein  was  the  Favour  of  God  to  this  *Pro- 
teftant  Royal  Family.  It  is  a  Circumftance  that  de- 
ferves  a  grateful  Obfervation,  That  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover  defcends  from  that  excellent  King  &  Queen 
of  Bohemia,  which  were  fuch  renowned  Patrons  of 
the  Protectant  Religion,  and  fo  great  Sufferers  for  it. 
This  hath  been  noted  often,  and  can  never  enough 
be  celebrated  ;  "  That  as  a  Kingdom  was  loft  for  Fi- 
€C  delity  to  the  Proteftant  Religion  j  fotheGRAND- 
Cf  son  of  them  who  loft  it ;  was  for  the  fake  of  that 
€C  very  Religion,  rewarded  with  more  conflderable 
Cf  Dominions.  —  God  remembred  David  and  all 
Ms  Afflictions,  and  jhewed  Mercy  unto  his  Seed. 
This  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our 
Eyes.  God  is  the  Judge  :  Rejoyce  in  Him,  ye  People ! 
Afcribe  ye  Greatnefs  to  our  God  ;  afcribe  Righte- 
oufhefs  to  Him  :  and  praife  Him  for  his  mighty  Acts 
of  Juftice  Si  of  Mercy. 

Kings  are  fubject  to  God  ;  appointed  by  Him  and 
dependent  on  Him.  They  come  to  Honour,  at  the 
Time,  and  in  the  Way,  that  He  hath  appointed: 
and  rife  to  the  Height  that  He  hath  decreed. 

^This  is  the  Doctrine  taught  in  our  Text  and 
Context.  'Promotion  comes  neither  from  the  Eafl, 
nor  j rim  the  Weft,  nor  from  the  South,  nor  yet  from 
the  North.  But  God  is  the  Judge ;  He  futmh 
down  One,  -and  fetteth   uf  Another.    God  is  repre- 
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fented  as  gathering  the  Winds  in  his  Fift,  and  eitab- 
liihing  all  the  Ends  of  the  Earth.  The  fair  Gale  of 
Promotion  is  not  under  the  power  of  fecond  Caufes ; 
but  blows  by  direction  of  the  Firfr.  Caufe,  the  fu- 
preme  Moderator  of  all  Events.  The  Lord  maketh 
poor,  and  maketh  rich  :  He  bringeth  lew,  and  liftetb 
up  f .  He  removeth  Kings,  andfetteth  up  Kings  || ; 
whom,  and  when,,  and  how  it  feemeth  good  in  his 
fight. 

But  I  would  coniider  thefe  two  Articles  diitincrly, 
according  to  the  order  wherein  they  lie  in  the  Text. 
Wherefore  in  the  next  place,, 

77  We  may  bellow  a  few  Thoughts  on  that  Pro- 
polition,  He  puttetb  do-wn  One. 

Here  we  might  premife  this  Remark.,  That  there 
are  frequent  Depofitiohs  and  Overturnings  feen  in  the 
World.     This  is  applicable  both  to  Societies  &  \Perfons, 

We  often  fee  Societies  put  down :  Families,  Towns, 
Provinces,  Kingdoms  &  Empires  brought  low.,  by  un- 
happy ViciiTitudes.  It  is  with  political  Bodies,  as 
with  Bodies  natural :  They  are  often  out  of  order,  and 
are  fometimes  redue'd  to  a  very  unhealthy  Condition  : 
labour  of  dangerous  Diflempers,  and  have  Shame 
pour'd  on  all  their  Glory. 

We  often  fee  particular  Terfovs  put  down.  Some- 
times Men  are  redue'd  from  a  State  of  general  'Pros- 
perity ;  deprived  of  their  Riches,  Pleafures,  Grandeurs; 
and  junk  into  a  State  of  Affliction,  Poverty,  and  Mean- 
nefs.  Riches  take  to  themfelves  wings,  &.  the  Fafhion 
of  this  World  pafleth  away.  —  Sometimes  we  fee  Men 
carl:  down  from  their  'Dignity  in  particular,  and  fall 
under  public  Difgrace  :  by  the  Difpleafure  of  the 
Prince  ;  by  the  Refentments  of  the  Populace  :  or  by  a 
fenfe  of  their  own  Villanies  forcing  them  to  feek  Ob- 
fpurity.  Thus  we  fee  fome  who  once  made  a  figure 
among  our  Englifo  Chiefs,  now   turned  Renegades 
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and  Fugitives  with  an  abject  Chevalier.  —  We  fee 
frequent  Changes  in  the  publick  Miniftry  of  States 
and  kingdoms  :  And  fometimes  even  Crown'd  Heads 
have  been  forc'd  to  ftoop  to  their  RebeUSubje&s,  or 
have  fallen  before  fome  powerful  Invader.  — -  So 
frail  &  uncertain  is  all  human  Glory  ! 

Fn  fine,  We   oftnefl  of  all  fee  Men  in  Place    and 
Power,  put   down  by  the  undiftinguifhing  itroke  of 
Death.     The  King  of  Terrors   is    the    might ieft 
Monarch  in  the  World  :  bearing  down  before  him  all 
the  Powers  of  the  Earth.      Both  High   &  Low  fall 
Victims  to  his  conquering  Sword.     We   fee  that   our 
titular   Gods,  how  highly  foever  exalted  above  their 
Brethren,  are  yet  equally  tributary  to  Death,  and  not 
exempted  from  paying  the  common  Debt  of  Nature. 
They  are  called  Gods;    but  die  like  Men.    <c  They 
are  Gods  to  us  :   but   are  Men  to  God  ".     They 
have   the  fame  corruptible  Nature,    as  other  Men  : 
and  are  under  the  fame  inflexible  Sentence  of  Mor- 
tality.   What's  become  of  the  Cefars  and  the  Alex- 
anders,   that  once  made  fuch  a  Figure,    and  luch  a 
Noife   in  the  World  ?     They  are  long  fmce  put  down 
by  the  powerful  Hand  of  inexorable  Death  ;  put  down 
in  the  Dull ;  put  down  below  all  the  Living.     The 
moll  potent  Monarch  has  nothing  to  fecure  him  from 
the   fatal  Stroke,  any  more  than  the  feeblef  I  Peafant : 
And  that  brings  them  on  a  Level.     He  is  liable  to  the 
fame  Difeafes  &  Difaiters.     And  neither  his  Earthly 
Riches,  nor  Civil  Honours ;    nor  yet  his  Moral  Ex- 
cellencies,   ape  any   Protection  to  him,     Mofes,  the 
Servant  of  the  Lord,  King    in  Jejhurun,   as  well  as 
proud  Pharaoh,  his  Enemy,  King  of  Egypt,  died  at 
laft.     SDavid,    King  of  Ifrael,   a  Man    after  God's 
own  Heart,    as  well  as  ungodly  Saul,    whom    the 
Lord  rejected,  was  dethroned  by  the  irrefiftible  Con- 
queror.—  So,  to  give  an  Inftance  frelh  in  your  Me- 
mories ;    That   glorious  Deliverer   of  the   Nation, 
William  the  Third,  was  put  down  by  Death,  as 
well  as  miferable  James  the  Second.    And  now  King 
George,  that  moft  renowned  Hero  of  the  Age, 
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is  dead,  as  well  as  an  unhappy  Ruffian  Emprefs.  — 
Their  Breath  was  alike  in  their  Noftrils  :  It  went 
forth,  and  they  are  fallen  a  common  Prey  to  devour- 
ing  Worms. 

Now  what  are  the  Leffons  we  are  taught  by  thefe 
awakning   Difpenfations  ? 

We  are  hereby  taught  the  Inilability  of  the  World; 
the  Precarioufnefs  of  every  Condition;  the  Vanity 
of  the  moil  profperous  &  exalted  Life  j  the  Folly  of 
putting  our  Confidence  in  the  moil  fufticient  and 
powerful  Friends  on  Earth.  Ceafe  ye  then  from  Man  i 
for  wherein  is  he  to  be  accounted  of  I — Truftnotin 
'Princes :  in  whom  we  might  truil,  if  in  any  among 
all  Mankind ;  becaufe  they  have  the  greater!  Powers 
and  moil  extend  ve  Advantages.  Yet  it  is  faid,  Pfal. 
146".  3,  4.  'Put  not  your  Truftin  Princes  :—  Their 
Breath  %oeth  forth, and  they  return  to  the  Earth,  like 
the  Reil  of  their  fellow-creatures.  The  Tho't  of 
their  Mortality  mould  fubduethofe  towering  Expecta- 
tions we  are  apt  to  raife  from  the  fuperior  Abilities 
of  good  &  great  Princes. —  That  Tho't  ihou'd  alfo 
correct  all  linking  Fears  from  an  apprebenfion  of  the 
formidable  Power  of  Enemies,  or  the  Rage  of  op- 
preffing  Tyrants.—  And  it  mould  repel  every  Ten- 
dency to  invidious  Regret  at  Men's  Profperity  in  the 
World.  Let  not  your  heart  be  envious,  neither  let 
it  be  afraid,  when  one  is  made  rich,  when  the  glory 
of  his  houfe  is  increafed  :  for  when  he  dieth^  his 
Glory  pall  not  defend  after  him  f . 

In  a  word,  Let  us  receive  Conviction  of  our  own 
Mortality,  and  be  put  upon  diligent  Preparation  for 
a  dying  hour,  which  is  hailning  upon  us  all.  If  Death 
conquers  Kings,  befure  meaner  Men  may  expect  to 
find  no  Difcharge  in  this  War.  The  Deceafe  of  our 
late  Monarch  is  a  loud  warning  to  his  whole  Kingdom 
and  Dominions ;  as  much  as  the  Death  of  a  Father  to 

all  his  Houfe,    The  Death  even  of  any  common  Per- 
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fon,  how  obfcure  &  minute  foever,  carries  in  it  matter 
of  impreiTiveQbfervation,  &  calls  us  to  ferious  Reflecti- 
ons :  Much  more  the  Fall  of  great  Men,  Rulers  and 
Princes  ;  in  which,  as  the  Stroke  is  heavier,  fo  the 
Voice  louder,  and  both  more  extenfive. 

The  Death  of  a  King  calls  aloud  to  the  Kings  of 
the  Earth,  efpecially  to  the  next  in  Succeffion  to  him, 
to  confider  their  End,  Sc  reign  as  dying  Creatures, 

The  Death  of  a  King  is  in  particular  a  folemn 
Peal  rung  in  the  Ears  of  all  fubordinate  Governours 
and  Magistrates  in  his  Kingdoms  &  Dominions.  The 
general  Vacation  of  CommifEons  by  his  Demife,  fhou'd 
put  them  upon  preparing  to  be  finally  turn'd  out  of 
place  f  by  their  own  Death,  which  will  foon  follow. 
For,  tho5  (as  by  a  fpecial  A6r  in  that  Cafe  it  is  provid- 
ed, in  our  Nation,  that  Perfons  in  Office  fhall  continue 
in  their  Stations  for  half  a  year  after  the  King's  Death, 
unlefs  fooner  remov'd  by  the  fucceeding  Prince :  So  ) 
perhaps  you  may  be  allow'd  a  ihort  Reprieve  from 
Death  ;  yet  fooner  or  later  you  muft  die,  and  go  the 
way  of  all  the  Earth.  —  May  our  honourable  Rulers  5 
whom  we  fee  in  Mourning  for  the  publick  Bereave- 
ment, be  enabl'd  to  lay  it  truly  to  heart,  and  fo  be 
animated  to  greater  Zeal  Sc  Diligence  in  ferving  their 
Generation,  and  preparing  to  give  up  their  Accounts 
to  God  the  Judge. 

May  we  all  be  made  more  mindful  of  our  approch- 

ing  End.     The  Language  of  Providence  to  us  is  that, 

*Be  ye  ready ;  for  ye  know  not  the  day  nor  the  hour. 

Watch ,  left  your  Lord  coming  fuddenly ,  Jbou'd  find  you 

Jleeftng.  —  His  late  Majefty's  Death  ||  was  by  a  hidden 

* ■  ""■"      ■■  -       —  -  -  1 —  - 

f  The  Day  of  Death  is  by  the  Latins  call'd,  Dies  depo- 

fitionis* 
fl27;s  public  Prints    tell  us,  That  the  KING  died  of  an 

Apopleftic  Fit,    in  his  Travels  abroad  ;  being  on  his 

Journey  to  Hanover,  and  having  juft  reach'd  Ofenhurg  ; 

at  the  Palace  of  his  Brothe^the  Duke  of  Tor k,  Juve  i  r. 
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and  furprifing  Stroke.  And  we  are  almoft  daily  alarm'd 
by  repeated  Inftances  of  fudden  Death  among  our 
felves.  O  let  us  hereby  be  rouz'd  out  of  that  Security 
we  are  fo  incident  to,  and  be  excited  to  haftenour 
Preparations  for  Eternity  ;  as  not  knowing  how  foon 
we  may  be  caird  off  the  prefent  Stage. 

But  I  come  now, 

To  obferve,  That  Gob  is  the  Author  of  all  thefe 
Changes  &  Revolutions.  God  is  the  Judge  :  HE 
futtetb  down. 

In  whatever  Senfe  any  are  put  down,  it  is  by  the 
fovereign  Hand  of  God.  If  Men  be  turn'd  out  of  their 
worldly  Poherlions,  it  is  God  that  impoverifhes  them; 
whether  it  be  done  by  thofe  Cafualties  that  are  more 
immediately  at  the  difpofe  of  Divine  Providence,  or  by 
the  Interpofition  of  humane  Inftruments. . —  So  if  any 
be  turn'd  out  of  their  Ports  of  Honour,  it  is  God  that 
difplaces  them.  Even  thofe  Difgraces,  which  come 
upon  the  Innocent,  thro'  the  Envy  &  Malice  of  under- 
miningRivals,are  by  the  Permiffionof  God.  Has  it  not 
been  known  in  fome  Reigns,  that  the  moll  faithful 
Ministers  of  State,  and  moft  victorious  Generals  have 
been  difcarded,  &  very  unaccountable  alterations  made; 
without  any  other  Reafon  affign'd  but  what  is  as  bad 
as  none,  viz.  mere  Will  and  ^leafure  !  And  how 
often  have  Men  been  rundown  &  luin'd  by  mere  dint 
of  Slander!  Yet  in  all  this  we  muft  look  above  In- 
flruments ;  as  devout2)avid,  who  faid,  'The  Lord  hath 
hid  Shimei :  to  curfe  me.  —  But  the  Divine  Agency 
is  more  eipecially  feen  in  thofe  Difgraces,  that  fall 
upon  the  Guilty,  and  are  deferv'd ;  which  very  often 
happens.  Particularly,  there  are  many  times  flrange 
Retributions  in  the  Turns  of  Providence ;  as  when 
wicked  Haman  was  himfelf  hang'd  on  the  very  Gal- 
lows he  had  newly  erected  for  loyal  &  pious  Mordecai. 
God  preferveth  the  Faithful,  and  plentifully  re- 
wardeth  the  frcud  2)oer.  When  we  fee  thofe  Men 
degraded,  that  were  inftrumental  in  the  fupplanting 
and  overfetting  of  ethers,  and  triumph'd  in  it  :  When 
we  fee  Men  flript  of  their  Eftates  &  Honours,   and 
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baniflied  their  native  Country,  who  had  plotted  to 
take  away,  the  Sublicence  of  others,  and  rob  them 
of  the  very  Rights  of  Nature,  and  Privileges  of  Eng- 
lifh-men  :  So  when  we  fee  'Them  attainted  of  Trea- 
fon,  or  puniih'd  for  Rebellion,  who  have  fignalis'd 
their  Fury  againft  Thofe  that  are  quiet  in  the  Land, 
under  Colour  of  their  being  Men  of  dangerous  Prin- 
ciples and  feditious  Practices  : —  What  can  we  fay 
in  all  fuch  Cafes  ?  Who  knoweth  not  in  all  thefe, 
that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  hath  wrought  this  ?  God 
is  many  times  known  by  the  Judgments,  which  He 
executeth.  Have  we  not  in  our  day  feen  the  fulfil- 
ment of  thofe  Scriptures? —  He  take th  the  'wife  in 
their  own  Craftinefs  :  and  faveth  the  'Poor  from 
the  Sword,  from  the  Mouth,  and  from  the  Hand  of 
the  Mighty.  Lo  /  T'he  'Deceived  and  the  Deceiver 
are  His.  He  leadeth  Counfellers  away  fpoiled  :  He 
foureth  Contempt  on  'Princes  :  He  overthroweth  the 
Chief  of  the  cPeople,  and  caufeth  them  to  wander 
in  Exile. 

Have  we  not  feen  a  Divine  Hand  remarkably  put- 
ting down  the  Enemies  of  King  George  !  Setting 
aflde  an  abjur'd  Pretender ;  taking  off  certain  Poten- 
tates,!^ powerfulFriends,  at  the  critical  Junctures  ;  and 
fruftrating  his  infatuated  Votaries,  by  a  Series  of  won- 
derful Providences  !  The  Trumpet  of  Sedition  has 
been  almoft  ever  founding  ;  and  dangerous  Plots  fo 
frequently  repeated,  that  they  may  be  call'd  one  con- 
tinued Confpiracy.  But  the  Lord  pour?d  Contempt 
on  their  Counfels,  and  difgraced  all  their  Meafures. 
We  have  feen  an  invading  Sennacherib,  with  a  Hook " 
in  his  Nofe,,  and  a  Bridle  in  his  Lips,  turned  back  by 
the  way  which  he  came.  God  fhewed  Mercy  to  his 
Anointed,  and  fubdued  the  People  under  Him.  He 
hound  the  Floods  from  over-flowing  :  and  the  T'hing 
that  was  hid,  brought  he  forth  to  Light.  He  hath 
deflroycd  the  wifdom  of  the  Wife,  and  feat  tered  the 
'Proud  in  the  Imagination  of  their  Hearts.  They 
are  brought  down,  and  fallen  :  but  we  are  rifen  and 
Hand  upright. —  Unto  T^hee,  0  Lord  do  we  give 
^thanks  i    for  that  thy  Name  is  near ;  thy  wondrous 
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Works  declare.  If  it  had  not  been  the  Lord,  who* 
was  on  our  fide,  may  Ifrael  now  fay  :  If  it  had  not 
been  the  Lord  who  was  on  our  fide  ;  the  Waters 
had  overwhelmed  us,  the  proud  Waters  had  gone  over 
our  Soul.  But  our  Soul  is  efcaped  as  a  Bird  out  of  the 
Snare  of  the  Fowlers.  BlefTed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath 
not  given  us  a  Prey  to  their  Teeth.  We  have  feen 
very  bright  Difplays  of  a  divine  Hand,  putting  down 
Thole  that  have  exalted  themfelves,  to  imagin  a 
mifchievous  Device  ;  almoll  as  fenflble  as  when  they 
fought  from  Heaven,  the  Stars  in  their  Courfes,  againlr. 
Si/era. 

But  I  pafs  now  to  hint, 

When  any  are  removed  by  Death,  and  laid  in  the 
Dull,  it  is  God  that  puts  them  down. 

God  is  the  fovereign  Difpofer  of  the  Lives  of  Men. 
Even  the  Princes  of  the  World  fubiiffc  by  his  Power 
and  Mercy.  So  it  was  faid  to  King  Nebuchadnezzar  , 
'The  God  in  -whofe  hand  thy  Breath  is,  and  whofe 
are  all  thy  ways  — .  He  takes  away  their  Breath 
when  He  pleafes,  and  fo  takes  their  Crown  from  them. 

Hence  then  we  may  learn, 
Firft,  Whom  to  fear;  not  Man  but  GOT*.  If 
God  be  for  us,  we  may  boldly  lay,  The  Lord  is 
my  Helper ;  I  will  not  fear  what  Man  can  do  unto  me, 
or  the  Son  of  Man,  who  is  a  worm.  But  fear  God, 
who  has  thy  Life  in  his  Hand  ;  and  becaufe  there  is 
Wrath,  beware  left  He  take  thee  away  with  his  Stroke : 
then  a  great  Ranfom  cannot  deliver  thee. 

Again,  We  learn  Whom  to  put  our  Trttfi  in  ;  not 
Man  but  GO 2).  The  Pfalmift  wifely  concludes,  It 
is  better  to  trufi  in  the  Lord,  than  to  put  Confidence 
in  Princes.  O"  Ifrael,  trull  thou  in  the  Lord  :  He  is 
your  Help,  and  your  Shield.  Some  boall  themfelves 
in  the  Multitude  of  their  Riches  ;  fome  in  Chariots, 
and  fome  in  Horfes  :  But  we  will  remember  the  Name 
of  the  Lord  our  God.  Wewll  trull  in  Him  to  fave 
his  People,  and  to  preferve  his  Anointed  :  to  efrablifh 
the  Throne  of  Great-Britain  in  the  prefent   Royal 
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Family,  againft  all  the  Claims  &  Attempts  of  a  Pre- 
tended Heir;  to  turn  the  Counfel  of  Ahiuphel  into 
Foolifhnefs,  and  preferve  the  Lamp  that  God  hath  pre- 
pared, for  a  Light  to  his  People  Jfrael. 

In  a  word,  What  has  been  faid,  directs  us  to 
eye  the  Hand  of  God  in  the  Revolutions  we  expe- 
rience or  obferve.  In  all  Changes  whether  perfo- 
mlj  domefHc,  cr  public,  we  mull  realife  a  Divine 
Agency.  Under  all  Croffes,  Bereavements,  Neceffi- 
ties,  Reproches,  $$c.  we  muft  look  at  the  hand  of 
God  ftretched  out,  and  inquire  wherefore  God  is 
contending  with  us.  We  muft  humble  our  felves  in 
the  light  of  God,  under  the  Calamities  that  befal 
our  Country   or  Nation. 

Particularly,  At  this  day,  we  are  calFd  to  confider 
God  as  the  Judge,  who  futteth  down  Kings:  and 
lhou'd  lay  to  heart  the  awful  Stroke  of  his  hand  in 
removing  our  late  glorious  Monarch  from  our 
Head. 

King  GEORGE  feem'd  to  be  form'd  for  the 
Happinefs  of  Mankind  :  rais'd  up  by  a  kind  Provi- 
dence, to  be  the  common  Protector  of  Eurcfe,  the 
Guardian  of  the  Reformation,  and  the  Defence  of 
Britain.  Therefore  his  Royal  Perfon  was  under  a 
conftant  peculiar  Tutelage  of  Heaven,  and  appear'd 
the  vifible  Favorite  of  Providence.  He  was  in  Labours 
and  Fatigues  more  abundant ;  in  Journeying  oft,  in 
Perils  many,  in  Perils  by  Sea  &  Land,  in  Perils  among 
falfe  Brethren,  in  Perils  by  fecret  Traitors,  and  open 
Enemies  — .  But  God  covered  his  Head  ;  preferv'd 
his  precious  Life,  and  made  his  Glory  great  in  his  Sal- 
vation. He  delivered  Him  not  up  to  the  Will  of  his 
Enemies,  to  them  who  breath'd  out  Cruelty  and 
Slaughter. —  But  now  alas !  He  hath  given  Him  over 
to  cDeath9  and  to  the  power  of  the  Grave. 

How  hath  the  Lord  covered  Zion  with  a  Cloud, 
and  carl:  down  to  the  Earth  the  Seamy  o/Lfrael^  the 
Breath  of  our  Noftrils*    The  World  has  loft  one  of  it's 
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ferighteft  Glories,  and  the  Church  of  God  no  little 
part  of  it's  Strength  &  Riches.  Behold,  the  Lor  d, 
the  Lo r  d  of  Holts  taketh  away  from  Jcrufalem  the 
Stav  and  the  Staff,  the  mighty  Man,  and  the  Man 
of  {Vary  the  Judge,  and  the  <Prudent,  and  the  An- 
cient  — .  O  let  us  mourn  the  public  Lofs  :  and 
humble  our  felves  under  the  mighty  Hand  of  Go  p. 
Surely  it  is  a  Difpenfation  that  challenges  an  eminent 
Ajlerifm  to  be  put  upon  it ;  peculiar  Notice  to  be 
taken  of  it;  and  calls  for  all  proper  Expreifions  of  a 
deep  Regret  Sc  Sorrow. 

Yet  while- y/e  are  mourning  the  common  Bereave- 
ment, we  may  not  pafs  over  thofe  alleviating  Confide- 
rations,  that  prefent  themfelves  to  refrefh  our  Sorrows. 

Let  us  then  with  Thankfulnefs  to  God,  review  the 
bright  Train  of  BkTmgs,  that  fill'd  Sc  adorn'd  King 
George's  Happy  Reign:  admire  the  many  mining 
Beauties  in  his  Regal  Character,  and  preferve  a  frefh 
Idea  of  his  excellent  Admmiftration,  which  has  been  as 
it  were  one  continu'd  Scene  of  Glory :   wherein  we 
beheld  a  lively  Copy  of  the  Legal  Conftitution;  accord- 
ing to  which  the  Crown  has  cc  many  Prerogatives  to 
protect  us  &  do  us  Good,  but  none  to  invade  our  Li- 
berty or  Property.  "  We  faw  an  uncommon  Inftance  of 
'Princely  Greatnefs :  the  height  of  Royal  Majefty,  and 
the  depth   of  humble  Indulgence,  in  a  happy   Con- 
junffron  :  An  intrepid  Bravery  ofMind,  and  the  Soft- 
neis  of  human  Paiiions,  met  together  :   which  is  ob- 
ferv'd  to  make  the  molt  perfect  compofition  of  a  hap- 
py Prince.      We  beheld  an  earthly  Crown  call  down 
at  the  foot  of  ^Divine  Sovereignty,  while  his  Majefty 
averted  the  Rights  of  Confcience,  and  pleaded  the  Caufe 
of  Chriftian  Liberty.     We  beheld  the  National  Law's 
governing  the  Royal  Scepter;  triumphing  over   Ty- 
ranny, difgracing  arbitrary  Power,  and  putting  illegal 
Government  quite   out  of  Countenance.     We  faw  a 
provident  Care  Sc  frugal  Difpofition  of  the  public 
Ireafure.    We  faw  a  fuccefsful  Reilorer  of  'Trade  and 
Commerce^  and  of  the  public  Faith  :  a  powerful  Pro- 
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te &or  of  Innocence ;  and  Preferver  of  the  <Peace  and 
and   Tranquillity  of  the  Nations.      We  faw  a  very 
glorious  Example  of  Truth  &  Firmnefs  to  Alliances. 
We  faw  zjBritijh  King  apply'd  to,  as  the  common 
Arbitrator  between  contending    Powers,     and  the 
grand  Security  of  public  Treaties  :  extending  his  hap- 
py Influence  thro'  all   Europe,     to  give  Life  &  Vi- 
gour to  the  Proteilant  Intereft,  and  fecure  the  lafting 
Happinefs  of  his  own  Dominions.    We  faw  a  Prince 
as   clement  at  home,    as  he  was  terrible  abroad  :    as 
Meek  under  Infults,  as  fearlefs  of  Enemies :    as  graci- 
ous on  the  Throne,,  as  he  was couragious  in therield, 
and  powerful  on  the  Seas.     We  can  never  enough  ad- 
mire the  incomparable  Temper  &  Mildnefs  of  his  Go- 
vernment;   the  unfpotted  jfuflice  of  his  Adminiftra- 
tion  ;  his  happy  Judgment  and  Knowlege  of  the  true 
Intereits  of  the  Public  ;    the  profound  Wifdom  of  his 
univerfal  Conduft  ;    the  inflexible   Confiancy   of  his 
well  concerted  Refolutions  ;■  the  Magnanimity  of  his 
Attempts  for  the  publick  Good ;  the  admirable  2)if- 
fatch   of  Affairs  ;  the  fteady  indefatigable  Attention 
to  the  public  Helm ;   the  Munificence  of  his  Royal 
Hand  on  many  occafions  ,•     the    indelible  Senfe   of 
real  Merit  in  his   Servants,   and  the  Fidelity  of  his 
Friends  - — '.     But   I  forbear.     'Tis  far  from  me  to 
pretend  to  give  his  Majesty's  Character,  or  an  Ac- 
count of  his  Adminiftration.     One  may  as  well  at- 
tempt to  celebrate  Light  &  Health  }  Bleffings  to  be 
rather  felt  than  defcnbd. 

By  thefe  things.  He  has  very  much  retrieved  the 
Glory  of  the  EngUfi  Nation,  and  promoted  the  pub- 
lick  Happinefs. For  thefe  things,  let  the  Name 

of  King  GEORGE  the  Fir  ft,  live  immortal,  and 
fhine  in  the  Rolls  of  Fame,  thro5  the  Series  of  all  Pos- 
terities, with  a  never-fading  Luftre. And  for 

thefe  things,  let  us  give  Thanks  to  God,  the  Fa- 
ther of  Light sy  from  whom  comes  down  every  good 
and  pprfpff  Gift.  We  iliou'd  entertain  our  felveswith 
fuch  Reflexions  as  thefe,  while  we  are  mourning  the 
public  Lofs.    3Tis  a  juft  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of 
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the  King,  and  a  proper  ExprerTion  (  as  well  as  Mo- 
tive J  of  Gratitude  to  God,  who  bro't  Him  to  the 
Throne,  and  made  him  fuch  an  exteniive  BleiTmg. 
Tho'  we  are  in  Tears  for  his  Removal  :  yet  we  ihould 
be  glad  of  hear:  for  all  the  Goo-inefs  of the  Lord 
t*  his  Servant  David,  and  -ivhick  He  hath  done  for 
his  'People  Ifrael. 

Moreover,  Let  us  reflect  with  a  particular  Senfe  of 
the  favour  of  Heaven,  on  the  M:nnir  in  which  the 
King  has  been  put  down.  That  he  was  not  depos'd 
by  the  hand  of  his  Aiverf.vries  i  not  put  down  by  a 
treafonable  'Deprivation ;  nor  by  execrable  \Parricide; 
nor  did  hefairin  B.:ttH:  but  by  the  power  of  Difeafe, 
he  died  a  natural  Death,  and  bsmt  the  ~vay  of  all  the 
Earth.  The  Crown  is  fallen  from  his  Head  :  but  not 
plucked  thence  by  human  Power  ;  which  might  have 
provokM  the  loud  Triumphs  &  Infultings  of  his  envi- 
ous Enemies,  which  are  alio  ours.  The  Sceptre 
drop  out  of  his  royal  Hand :  not  wrelted  away  by  the 
Sons  of  Violence.  He  was  not  fbre'd  out  of  the 
Throne  by  an  Untimely  E:d3  as  One  of  his  Predecef- 
fors  :  nor  did  he  perhh  in  an  inglorious  E\il-y  as  An- 
other :  nor  did  he  as  Others  of  Them,  after  fome 
gloomy  years  of  unhappy  Management,  depart  -with- 
flftf  QJefirp)  like  Je'.iorain.  But  King  George  died 
in  the  Bed  of  Honcur,  in  the  midrr.  of  univerial  ap- 
plaufe  Sz  Renown,in  Pofleiiion  of  his  Throne,oc  of  his 
People's  loyal  Hearts  ;  and  in  theprofpeft  ofincreaflng 
Glory:  in  the  izth  year  of  his  Reign,  and  6$th  of 
his  Age :  full  of  Days,  and  full  of  Prosperity,  Wealth 
and  Grandeur. 

Finally,  We  may  note  the  yjfcg  when  He  was  put 
down,  &  the  happy  Pofture  he  left  Things  in.  We  have 
Reafon  to  be  thankful  to  God  for  continuing  his 'Ser- 
vant fo  long  a  public  Good.  —  We  have  caufe  to  be 
thankful,  that  altho'  he  was  taken  oif  at  a  critical 
Juncture,  when  the  Eyes  of  all  Ifrael  were  upon  him, 
waiting  the  Iflue  of  his  prudent  Counfels  :  yet  it  was 
sftsr  Affairs  abroad  had  taken  a  favourc.sk  Turn,  by 
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the  powerful  Influence  of  his  Care  6c  Conduct  Had 
he  cfied  but  a  few  Months  or  Weeks  fooner,  in  all  pro- 
bability, there  had  been  a  darker  Scene  before  us  than 
at  prefent  appears.  Let  us  blefs  God,  who  orders  the 
Times  &  Seafons,  that  the  King  liv'd  to  fee  his  wife 
Meafures  for  reftoring  the  pubiick  Tranquillity,  fo  far 
obtain  their  Accomplifhment,  as  to  afford  feme  Prof- 
peel:  of  a  general  Pacification. 

Let  us  be  thankful,  that  Things  at  Home  were 
left  under  fo  many  Guards ;  and  all  the  Barriers  of  our 
civil  6c  religious  Liberties,  in  full  force  <Sc  fecure. 

Let  us  be  thankful,  that  God  hath  given  his  Ser- 
vant a  Royal  Heir  and  Succeflbr>  who  we  hope  will 
improve  the  Felicities  we  are  left  inpofldfion  of,  and 
complete  the  excellent  Defigns  his  Royal  Father  died 
in  the  profperous  Purfuit  off  As  Mofes  dy'd  in  the 
Wildernefs,  before  he  had  perfected  the  work  of  Ifrael's 
Redemption :  but  left  a  yojhua  to  carry  on  and  finifh 
that  gloriousEnterprize.  So  his  late  Majefty  was  taken 
off  by  a  fudden  Stroke,  and  left  unfinim'd  the  happy 
Mealures  he  had  entered  into,  for  the  Tranquillity  of 
Europe  y  and  Profperity  of  his  ffritijb  Dominions  :  yet 
bleiTed  be  Gor,\ve  haveReafcnto  hope  that  hisTho'ts 
will  not  fo  perifh  with  him,  but  that  the  admirable 
Schemes  he  hath  projected,  will  be  purfu'd  by  his 
Illuftrious  Successor,  for  preferving  the  Balance  of 
Europe.  If  one  of  the  Admirers  of  King  George  the 
Firfty  (  and  who  among  us  doth  not  profefs  himfelf  to 
be  of  that  number)  mould  put  Sohmon'sQueftionJVhat 
can  the  Man  do  that  comes  after  the  King  ?  It  is 
anfwered,  We  hope  King  George  the  Second  will  not 
only  do  that  which  hath  been  done  already,  but  even 
greater  Works.  The  Profpecl:  of  His  Succeeding  to  the 
Crown,  was  no  fmall  Pleafure  to  his  Royal  Father, 
and  to  the  Nation.  We  hear  King  {David  on  his 
Death-bed  expreffing  a  mighty  Satisfaction,  at  the 
Thought  of  Solomon's  being  his  Succeffor  in  the 
Throne,  i  Km.  i.  48.  Thus  faid  the  King,  SleJJed 
be  the  Lord  God  e/Ifrael,  which  hath  given  One  to 
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Jit  on  my  throne  this  day  mine  Eye  even  feeing  it ! 
"A  like  Satisfaction  our  late  King  exprefs'd,  in  one  of 
his  moft  gracious  Speeches  to  the  Parliament  :  cc  It  is 
"  My  Happiness  (  and  I  am  confident  you  think  it 
fC  yours  )  to  fee  a  Prince  of  Wales,  who  may  in  due 
Cf  time  iucceed  me  on  the  Throne ;  and  to  fee  Him 
*  blefied  with  many  Children ;  the  beft  and  moft  va- 
c<  luable  Pledges  of  our  Care  and  Concern  for  your 
ff  Profperity.  —  And  as  when  2)avid  declared  So- 
lomon his  Heir,  to  be  King  in  his  Head,  One  anfwered 
the  King,  and  faid,  Amen  !  The  Lord  God  of  my  Lord 
the  King  fay  fo  too  f.  In  like  manner  the  loyal  Sub- 
jects of  the  Crown  have  all  along  thro*  the  late  Reign, 
pray'd  for  the  High  and  Mighty  Prince,  George, 
Prince  of  Wales,  that  he  might  furvive  his  Royal  Fa>-» 
ther,  and  fn  God's  time  fit  upon  his  Throne. 

And  now  by  the  Mercy  of  the  moft  High,  we  fee 
an  happy  Anfzver  of  that  Prayer :  which  gives  a  juil 
Allay  to  our  prefent  Grief,  enlivens  our  Joy,  and  raifes 
up  all  our  Hopes.  We  are  groaning  under  the  pub- 
lic Wound  :  yet  it  refrefhes  us  to  fee  there  is  Balm  in 
Gilead,  and  a  Phyfcian  there. 

But  this  brings  me  to  the  laft  part  of  my  Subject, 
viz. 

III.  To  confider  that  Ad  of  Providence,  The 
Setting  up  Another. 

And  here,  I  did  deilgn  at  firft  to  referve  Room  for 
fome  Enlargements ;  but  find  I  mail  trefpafs  on  your 
Patience,if  I  do  any  more  than  give  the  followingHints. 

The  Pfalmift  attributes  both  A6ts  to  the  lame  Di- 
vine Hand  :  He  that  putteth  down  One,  fetteth  u£ 
another. 

It  is  God  that  exalts  Men  in  the  World.  Profperity 
in  general,  is  from  his  bountiful  Providence.  And  in 
particular  'Promotion  to  places  of  Power  &  Dignity  is 
from  God,     "Both  Riches  and  Honour  come  of  Him  : 
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In  his  hand  it  is  to  make  Great.  It  is  God  that  fur-. 
nifties  Men  for  publick  Stations ;  forms  their  Genius 
and  Temper,according  to  the  Variety  of  Employments; 
calls  them  forth  to  a&ual  Service.,  and  by  his  over- 
ruling hand  fupplies  all  manner  of  Polls  &  Offices, 
whether  hereditary,  or  commiffionary  &  elective. 

God  is  the  Founder  &  Upholder  of  States  and 
Kingdoms.  The  Millars  of  the  Earth  are  the  Lord's  ; 
and  He  hath  fet  the  World  upon  them.  His  Provi- 
dence governs  in  modelling  the  various  Conflitutions  i 
and  in  all  the  Preferments  cfiJerfons  from  time  to  time. 
Monarchy  is  a  lawful  form  of  Government  ;  approved 
of  God.  He  (  fays  the  Prophet  )  fetteth  up  Kings. 
As  to  the  firft  indeed,  that  He  fat  up  in  Ifraely  it  is 
laid,  f  He  gave  him  in  his  Anger  y  and  took  him 
away  in  his  Wrath.  But  a  Second  he  gave  mMercy, 
and  a  Third  in  Love  ]  to  feed  Jacob  his  People, 
and  Ifrael  his  Inheritance.  It  is  mentioned  as  one 
Article  of  the  Jews  Flappinefs,  That  they  proffered 
into  a  Kingdom  ||.  And  it  was  one  great  privilege 
of  that  Nation  that  their  King  was  obiig'd  to  admi- 
nifter  according  to  Laixi9  (  the  Judicial  Part  of  the 
Body  of  Divine  Laws,  the  only  Civil  Law  of  that  Peo- 
ple )  and  was  requir'd  to  keep  a  Copy  by  Flim,  to  read 
in  Day  &  Night ;  that  He  might  learn  to  fear  God, 
and  his  Heart  not  be  lifted  np  above  his  Brethren  *. 
We  enjoy  no  leis  Happinefs.  We  live  under  a  Legal 
Government,  that  takes  our  own  Confent  to 
the  Laws  we  are  rul'd  by,  moil  advantagioufly 
places  the  Executive  Power,  and  puts  the  public  Juf- 
tice  under  a  regular  Adminiftration  : —  A  mixt  Mo- 
narchy, where  the  Prerogative  is  limited,  and  the 
Subje&s  liberty  &  Property  fecur'd  by  Legal  Fences  : 
An  excellent  Conftitution,  and  as  well  perhaps^  as 
any  in  the  World,  anfwers  the  End  of  Civil  Policy, 
which  is  the-  Good  of  the  Community.  Let  us  be 
thankful  to  God,  for  the  public  Liberty  &  Order, 
both  in  the  Nation  and  among  our  felves  :   which 


t  Jfiof.  13.  it.    1|  Eze.  16.  14.    *  Deut.  17.  i>>. 


ought 


cfKING  Georce,  &c.  93 

ought  to  be  the  Joy  of  every  true  Briton,  as  it  is  the 
Wonder  &  Envy  of  thofethat  hate  our  Englifh  Ifrael. 
And  we  have  much  more  Occafion  to  rejoyce  irr 
the  Goodnefs  of  God,  when  He  commits  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  Government  into  able  St  faithful  Hands. 
It  redoubles  the  Bleiling  to  a  People,  and  adds  not  a 
little  to  the  Glory  of  the  Royal  State,  when  the 
Throne  is  fill'd  with  a  wife  St  good  Prince,  who  makes 
the  Felicity  of  the  Kingdom  more  his  Aim,  than  his 
own  Grandeur,  and  is  as  follicitous  for  the  Security  of 
his  Sub je its  Legal  Rights,  as  of  his  own. 

And  blefled  be  theLord  our  God,  we  fee  theThrone 
of  Great  'Britain  at  this  day  poifefs'd  by  a  Prince, 
whom  we  have  heard  Declaring  in  a  moil  gracious 
manner,Cf  That  the  Religion,  Laws,  and  Liber- 
ties of  the  Kingdom  are.  Most  Dear  to  Him  :  and 
profeffing  a  great  Ajfcffion  to  his  'People,  from  the 
Knowlege  and  Experience  He  hath  had  of  them.  ** 
Who  now  can  refrain  breaking  out,  in  the  Language 
of  Hiram,  of  whom  we  read  f  When  he  heard  the 
Words  of  Solomon,  he  rejoyced  greatly,  and  faid, 
Bleffed  he  the  Lord  this  day,  which  hath  given  unto 
David  a  wife  Son  over  this  great  'People, 

Surely  King  George  the  Father,  Hill  lives  in 
His  Royal  Son  ;  who  begins  his  Reign  with  the  fame 
excellent  Spirit,  and  lays  his  Foundation  in  thofe 
illuftrious  St  benign  Principles,  which  for  thefe  thirteen 
bright  years  have  Sway'd  the  Britifi  Sceptre. 

Let  us  praife  the  God  of  Peace,  who  of  his  great 
Mercy  hath  been  giving  Reil  to  his  People,  and  is 
yet  (peaking  Peace  to  Ifrael.  He  is  diltinguifhing  us 
ilill  with  a  King,  who  devotes  His  Royal  Powers 
to  the  Service  of  his  People,  and  chears  us  with  the 
pleafins;  Profpeft  of  a  happy  Adminiflration.  Let  us 
admire  St  praife  the  Divine  Care  St  Goodnefs.  May 
we  not  take  up  the  words  of  the  famous  Queen  of 
Sheba,  in  her  Addrefs  to  Solomon,  i  Kin.  10.  8.  B\ej% 
fed  be  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  delighted  in  Thee, 
to  fet  'Thee  on  the  Throne   of  Ifrael  :    Be cayfe  the 
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Lord  loved  Ifrael  for  ever,  therefore  made  He  thee 

King,  to  do  Judgment  &  jfuftice. And  has  not 

Solomon  let  a  noble  Pattern  to  our  King,  in  that 
devout  Addrefs  which  he  made  to  God  at  his  Ac- 
ceflion  to  the  Crown  :  —  Thou  haft  fhewed  unto 
thy  Servant  David  my  Father  great  Mercy,  and 
haft  kef  t  for  Him  this  great  Kindnefs,  that ,  Thou 
haft  given  Him  ^Son  to  fit  on  his  Throne.  And 
now,  O  Lord  my  God,  give  thy  Servant  an  under- 
fianding  Heart :  for  who  is  able  to  judge  this  thy 
^People,  fo  great  a  People  !  Devout  and  hum- 
ble Language,,  from  a  moil  exalted  Throne  !  And 
yi\s  remarked,  The  Speech  f leafed  the  Lord.,  that 
Solomon  had  ashed  this  Thing,    i  Kin.  3.  6, — 10. 

Let   us  all  now   fear  God,,  and  honour  the  King, 
whom  he  hath  fet  over  us  :  and  itudy  to  walk   wor- 
thy the  Privilege  offo  happy  a  Government.  ■ 
jBleffed  art  thou,  O  Land,   whofe  King  is  the  Son 

of  Nobles .  Curfe  not  the   King  :   no>  not  in 

thy  Thought.  --«  My  Son,  Fear  thou  the  Lord,  and 
the  King  :  and  meddle  not  with  them  that  are  given 
to  Change. — Icounfeltheeto  keep  the  King'sCommand- 
ment  ;  and  that  in  regard  of  the  Oath  of  God. —  Be 
of  the  faithful  and  peaceable  in  Ifrael. 

You  all  feem  to  be  joyful  for  the  Goodnefs  and 
Favour  of  Heaven  to  our  Nation  and  Land,  in  filling 
the  Throne  again  fo  happily.  Your  Proteltant  Hearts 
have  mov'd  you  to  proclaim  &  receive  King  GEORGE 
the  Second,  with  the  loudeft  Acclamations  of  Delight 
and  Tranfport,  and  with  all  vifible  Demonftrations  of 
Joy.  There  has  been  the  pout  of  a  King  among  us ; 
to  that  the  City  rang  again,  and  the  Earth  rent  at 
the  found  \  As  at  the  Proclaiming  of  Solomon,  when 
they  blew  the  Trumpet,  and  all  the  People  lifted  up 
their  pyful  Voices,  faying,  GO'D  fave  King  Solo- 
mon I  Now  let  us  continue  to  hrnour  the  King,  and 
by  our  future  Loyalty  (  exprefTed  in  all  the  pn  per 
Lifhnces  of  it  J  bear  a  convincing  Teftimony  to  the 
Truth  &  Sincerity  of  our  prefent  Rejoycing.  We  may 
learn  our  Duty,  and  what  will  be  our  Glory,  from  that 
Obfervation,  1  Chro.  29.  23.  Then  Solo  mon  fat    on 

the 


r/#  1* krone  of  the  Lord,  as    King  intend  of  David 
his  Father,  iS  proffered  ;  *#J  aUUxaA  obeyed  Him. 

Fly  the  Tents  of  Murmur ers  cv   Co&f&aners    (  if 
any  fuch  there  fhall  be  among  us  )  whofe   Hearts  are 
haughty^Exercilmg  themlelves  in  matters  too  high  for 
them. 

Let  us  all  ftudy  to  live  a  quiet  c\  peaceable  Life 
all  Godlinefs  &  Honefty  :    that   v.         y   out    pff    0 
Occaiion  from  them  that  feck   Occahon   a~ainlt  v.s. 
Thus  Wifdom  and  Kno-ivlege  pal,  be  x&t  i  :f 

cur  limes. 

V.'hat    now  remains ,     but  to  exhort   alio   that 
'Prayer;    &:  Interceiiions    be  made.,  as  for  all  in  Au- 
thority, fo   in  fpeeial  tor  the  Ki.\a- *,     Thas,.    when 
Solomon  was  ertabiilird  on  his  Throne^  v.  e  are  told  f . 
All  Ifrael  blessei    the  King,  and  "went  unto  their 
Tents  joyfrl,  and  glad  of  Heart — .    Andv.'hen.he 
was  crowird,  even  Before  his  Royal  Father's  Dcach^ 
we  read  how  the  Kt   :  .  Serva  its  jime  to  blefs    their 
Lord  King  David,  fay ing,  GOD   make  the  Namex 
of  Solomon  better    than-  thy  Kane,    a.--  :    ■   ~ke 
hisfdChrom  greater    than  thy   *¥hrone\     So   Be- 
-.:        badjufi  before  fainted  His  Royal  MaA 
As  the  Lord  hath  '  —  '■■  *xith   yv    Lt    itht     K 
a\a    ':■  be  H:  with  Solomon ,  and  in  ah    '  ':   %b 
". :     ~'.  '      tl  r  T~.  'one of  1   .    Lard  Ki   ;  David    . 

Here  we  have  approved  Patterns  of  Fraver.  Where^ 
fere  take  with  you   v  and   lire  up  y         "      _nt 

Cries  to  Gor.  for  the  Kirk's  Life  and  happy    Gl- 
vernment. 

Let    us  my. now,    That  the  Gqb  _  _'  aU  0 
wou'd  {anetiiy, '  to  the  whole    Royal  Fair  ii    _     -. 
particular  to  the  ii:r-.    the  fpdden   Death    f  his  late 
Majeity:  Afford  them  all  that  iivi  .-../.Ah 

1t1ay.be  need  ul     1  their  Support  &Conipiati  n  under; 

lb  farprifing  a,  Bereavement,  ar.ai:     :    an 

Moumingfor  it  ;  That  the  King'may  begin  his  Reign 

thluchindeli  npremons  of  his  own   Mortality^ 

as  may  be  of  la:Tia^  Efficacy  to  promote   a   L  .  :■    ut 
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the  Lord  his  God,  and  to  preferve  his  Heart  from 
being  lifted  up  above  his  Brethren :  to  the  end  He  may 
prolong  his  days  in  his  Kingdom ;  He  &  his  Children 
in  the  midft  of  Ifrael  % 

And   let  us  continue  in  Prayer  for  his  Ma  jelly ;  the 
Security  of  his  Perfon*    and  Profperity  of  his   Reign. 
The  Truth  of  it  is,    The   greater!  Monarchs  upon 
Earth  need  the  Help  of  their  People's   'Prayers,    as 
much  as  of  their  Trioute.     And  as  the  King   himfelf . 
is  ferv'd  by  the  Trofrts  cfthe  Field  :    fo  may  He  by 
the  Devotions  of  the  Clofet.     Kings  are  Men  fub\ec% 
to  like  (Paffions  as  -we  are  :  and  lie  open  to  the  fame 
'Temptations.     Their  exalted  Station  expofes  them  to 
peculiar  Storms  <?c  Hazards.     "  A  Crown  (  fays  one  ) 
iC  is  a  very  glittering  Thing,  and  apt  to    aazzle   the 
u  Eyes  of  Thofe  \vho  wear  it  ;    fo  that  they  cannot 
<e  fee  fo  well,  either  their  own  Imperfections,   or  the 
**  Treachery  Sc  flattery  of  their  Attendents :  Amongit 
ic  whom,  there  are  uiually  but  Few,   fo  bravely  Vir- 
€<  tuous,  as  to  dare   tell  then    th.tcTruth.      -—    And 
in  the  midft  of  all,  they  have   commonly  fome  who 
are  ih°ir  Enemies^     purfuing  them   with  unweary'd 

Slander  Sc  Malice  :  And  the  i  their  Wcrk  is  great  ; 

fuch  as  calls  for  Wifdom  &  Strength,  as  of  an  Angel 
of  God.  — In  a  word,  lings  are  Perfons  of  a  dirTulive 
Influence  ;  and  on  their  Temper  Sc  ConducT,  com- 
monly fpeaking,  the  Peace  Sc  Welfare  of  the  whole 
Community  depends. 

Let  us  therefore  pray  always  for  our  Sovereign, 
King  George  the  Second:  That  He  may  rule  with 
God,  and  be  faithful  before  the  Most  Higt-_,  who  has 
fetHim  on  hisThrone,&  to  whom  He  muff  finally  give 
an  Account  of  his  Stewardfhip.  — -  That  the  .ling  may 
ever  be  an  illuftrious  Example  of  all  Regal  Wifdom  and 
Chriftian  Virtue :  That  He  may  even  out-fhine  his 
Royal  Father  (who  has  fet  before  Him  fuch  an  Idea 
of  good  Government  )  in  all  Princely  Merits,  and  be 
a  yet  more  ext  'niive  Bleinng  to  the  World;  the  bright 
Ornament  of  his  Trotejfant  ProfefKon,  the  Glory  of 
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his  noble  Race,  and  the  moft  adtnir'd  Hero  of  his  Age. 
That  his  Reign  may  be  brightened  by  the  moil  fignal 
and  happy  Succeffes.     That  the  King  may   be  to  his 
loyal  Subje&s>  as  an  hiding  place  from  the  Wind,  and 
a  Covert  from  the  Storm  :  As  Rivers  of  Water  in  a  dry 
Place :  As  the  Shadow  of  a  great  Rock  in  a  weary 
Land :  Even  as  a  Nurfing  Father  to  all  Ifracl.     That 
God     would    flrengthen     Him  in   his  Kingdom, 
cloath  his  Enemies  with  ihame,  and  caufe  the  Crown 
to  flouriih  on  his  Head.     That  he  may  haveDominion 
from  Sea  to  Sea ;  that  the  Ifles  may  bring  Prefents  to 
Him,  and  they  that  dwell  in  the  Wildernefs  bow  down 
before  Him.     That  the  King's  Favour  may  be  always 
unto  wife  Servants ;  and  to  his  moll  dutiful  Subjects, 
the   Proteltant  Nonconforming   to  ftrengthen   their 
Hands  in  the  work  of  the  Houfe  ofG  O  D,  the  G OD 
of  Ifrael.     That  God  will  pleafe  to  blefs  his  Majefty 
with  a  wife  Council,  and  a  faithful  'Parliament,  at  all 
times :  with  a  virtuous   Court,  and  with  the   Heady 
Affefrions  of  an  obedient  People.      In  a  word,  That 
Length  of  Days  may  be  added  to  Riches  and  Honour; 
and  that  when  he  is  calPd  to  die,  He  may  go  up  the 
Mount  as  Mfes  the  Servant  of  the  Lord,  and  receive 
the  Rewards  of  Divine  Grace  in  an  heavenly  Crown 
that  will  not  fade  away. 

Let  us  alfopray  for  his  Royal  Confort,  Queen  Ca- 
roline ;  that  truly  noble  &  virtuous  Princefe  *,  who 
is  as   a  fruitful   Vine   by  the   fides    of  his   Houfe ; 

*  It  deferves  to  be  remember'd  ;    This  illuftrious  Lady 
had  the  Honour  formerly  to  be   follicited  in  Marriage  by 
a  certain  Great  Potentate,  then  King   of  Spain.      But  fhe 
prefer'd  her  Protefiant  Religion  to  a  Crown :,    having  her 
Heart  engag'd  in  the  Purfuit  of  an   Heavenly  Kingdom. 
A  r^re  Inftance   of   heroic    Faith  ;  like  that  of   Mofes^ 
who  refufed  to  he  calPd   the  Son  of  Pharaoh^  Daughter, 
And  it  muft  raife  our  Ideas  of  her  Virtue,  when  we  confi- 
der,  She  had  no  Profpeft  at    that  time  of  the  Superiour 
Honours  She  is  (ince  exalted  to.     Who  can  help  now  ce--' 
lebrating  the  admi  rable  Conduit  of  Divine  Providence, 
In  fn  fignally  rewarding  her  diftinguiuYd  Pietv,  by  giving 
her,  both   *  better  Hl/SBJND,  and  a  better  C ROWN. 

That 
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That  her  Majefty  may  long  live  a  Support  &  Ornament 
to  the  Throne,  the  Pattern  of  her  5ex,  and  a  Nurfing 
Mother  to  the  Ifrael  of  God. 

Let  us  alfo  pray  for  Their  Ma  jellies  Royal  Issue  : 
That  they  may  be  endow'd  with  all  Princely  Gifts, 
and  Chriftian  Graces,  and  referv'd  for  illuftrious  Blef- 
fmgs  to  the  World. 

The  Language  of  Providence  to  us   at  this  day,   is 
that  (  Ezra  6. 10.  )  <Pray  to  the  God  of  Heaven,  for 
the  Life  of  the  King,  and  of  his  Sons.    We  fee  the 
Throne  now,     by  the  Favour  of  God,    incircPd 
with  Happinefs.     To  borrow  the  FfalmifFs  beautiful 
Phrafes,  We  fee  a  fruitful  Vine  near  it,  with  a  defira- 
ble  Number  of  Olive-lBranches  round  about  it ;  the 
liveliefl  Emblems,  and  the  furefl  Pledges  of  Safety  and 
Profperity.     The  words  of  Samuel  come  to  my  Tho'ts 
on  this  Occafion, —  Upon  Whom  is  the  Desire  of  all 
Ifrael  ?  Is  it  not  on  ^hee^andon  all  thy  Father's  Houfe} 
And  we  are  entertaining  our  felves  with  the  pleaiing 
Tho'tSjthat  as  Hereditary,  and  Parlementary  Right  are 
now  one,fo  they  mall  be  eftabliih'd  in  this  happy  Union; 
and  the  Bleffings  of  the  Proteftant  Succeffion  be  dif- 
fus'd  among  us  for  Ages  to  come.     But  we   muft  not 
confide  too  flrongly  in  human  Probabilities.     God  can 
eafily  dry  up   our  Springs.,  and  deftroy  our  Hopes,  by 
laying  defolate  our  Royal  Tribe.     Gideon  left  no  lefs 
than  Seventy  Sons  when  he  died ;  and  yet  in    a  fhort 
time  they  were  cut  off  by  a  murderous  Hand.     Ahab 
left  the  like  Number,    and  they  were  all  beheaded  in 
one  day.     Other  Inftances  we  find  in  Hiftory,  of  fuch 
bloody  Maffacres,  and  Deftruction  of  the  Seed  Royal. 
Hence  whatever  hopeful  Profpe&s  we  have  before  us; 
yet  there's  no  dependence,  but  upon  God,  whofe  Pre- 
rogative it  is  to  killed  to  fave  alive  ;  to  put  down,  and 
to  fet  up.   Let  us  then  be  commending  the  Kingly  Fa- 
mily of  Great-Britain,  to  the  fpecial  Care  &  Benedic- 
tion of  Divine  Providence ;  making  mention  of  Them 
always  in  our  Prayers. 

I  is  a  worthy  Subject  of  Prayer.  From  this  happy 
Nurfery  alone  it  is  that  we  can  rationally  expert  any 
Plants  of  Renown.    Shou'd  this  Royal  Line  fail ;  Or 
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thou'd  the  Kingdom  be  tranflated  out  of  it,  and  the 
illegal  Pretences  of  an  abjur'd  Competitor  take  place  ; 
We  have  Reafon  to  think  the  Nation  will  be  delug'd  in 
Confuflon  &  Mifery,  and  that  thefe  Provinces  will  be 
made  to  drink  deep  of  the  Malice  &  Revenge  of  a 
Popilh  Usurpation  :  which  doubtlefs  will  be  for  kind- 
ling Smithfield-Yhmzs  again,  and  will  proclaim  Li- 
berty to  the  Sword,  and  to  Famine,  to  devour  Englijb 
Protectants.  My  God,  think  'Thou  on  Tobiah  &  San^ 
ballat   according   to  thefe  their   Works  ! 

Verily,  The  Hopes  of  the  Kingdom,  as  to  the 
Continuance  of  Civil  Liberty  and  Property,   and  the 

*P 'rote (I ant  Religion,    the  deareft  Intereft  of  all : 

The  Hopes  of  PiotzftantZtijfenters,  as  to  the  Legal 
Toleration ,fo  agreable  toChriitianCharity,  fo  equitable 
a  Reward  of  their  dirtiiiguifhingLoyalty,and  fb  neceffary 
to  the  Trade  &  Quiet  of  the  Nation  : —  And  the 
Hopes  of  New- England ,  as  to  the  jufi  Enjoyment  of 
our  invaluable  CnA.KTEK-'Privikges ;  —  are  all  re- 
folv'd  into  the  Continuance  of  the  prefent  happy  Efta- 
blifhment  &  Royal  Line. 

Ungrateful  They  who  make  light  of  the  Pro- 
tectant SuccerTion  !  — -  Let  us  bear  it  on  our  hearts  be- 
fore God  continually  :  Praying  that  God  will  build 
the  King  zfure  Houfe,  and  entail  his  Crown  (  with 
the  choicer!  Blenmgs  )  on  his  OrT-fpring,  to  the  lateffc 
Generations. 

And  now  thefe  are  the  Wifties  of  my  Soul. — May 
the  Hopes  of  a  Popiih  Pretender  be  eternally  extin- 
guifh'd  I  May  the  Protectant  Religion,  and  the  Ha- 
nover-SucceiRon  be  for  ever  fecur'd  !  May  we  always 
fee  the  Throne  filled  as  at  this  day  !  May  alfo  the 
Chief  Chair  of  Government  in  this  our  Zion,  be  al- 
ways pofTefs'd  by  Men  of  true  Merit,  that  love  God, 
and  love  his  People !  -  And  while  we  have  the 
Benefit,  let  God  nave  the  Praife. 

Now  to  thefe  things,  let  all  that  hear  me,  fay 
Amen,  Amen   ! 

F  I   N   1   S. 


